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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A PROPOSAL to appoint a City Architect was carried by 
Birmingham Corporation by a large majority on Fuly 24. p. 146 


EXPERIMENTAL PLANS for low-cost housing have been 
prepared by the Department of Health for Scotland. Economies 
are proposed by reducing circulation space and by variations 
in the amount of equipment actually provided with the gi 

Dp. 


A PROGRAMME for clearing 300 acres and rebuilding over 
10,000 properties within the next five years has been agreed in 
principle by the London County Council and the Metropolitan 
Boroughs’ Standing Foint Committee. As well as demolishing 
slum houses, it will be necessary. to clear some 2,000 other 
properties. The number of families needing rehousing will be 
about 20,000. p. 157 


THE ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL has cost £2,152, pee 
according to an estimate prepared by the L.C.C. p. 158 


SOFTWOOD IMPORTS for the first half of this year exceed 
562,000 standards, states a correspondent. The comparable 
figure for 1950 was 204,000 standards. p. 160 


TRADE ASSOCIATIONS and firms who have evidence of 
special circumstances in their industries by reason of which 
difficulty may be thought likely, to follow from legislation on 
Resale Price Maintenance are asked to write to the Board of 
Trade. p. 160 


A PROTEST against Mr. Dalton’s declared intention of abolish- 
ing the system of cottage certificates for agriculture has been 
made by the Country Landowners’ Association. p. 161 
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WAGES AND THE COST OF LIVING 


A§ was briefly reported last week, the Amalgamated Union 

of Building Trade Workers at its annual Conference at 
Torquay passed a resolution urging the Executive to press for 
a wage increase of 6d. per hour on the present standard rate 
for all workers, in view of the rise in the cost of living. The 
Ghairman in opening the Conference had said that, despite 
the fact that wages are double in money values as compared 
with immediately before the war and despite the increases 
obtained this year, workers were finding much difficulty in 
meeting their most pressing needs on present incomes. 
Costs of living were soaring and in the light of realities the 
official cost-of-living figures were the sorriest fiction imaginable. 

This rise in wages and prices was also the main preoccupa- 
tion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer in last week’s Com- 
mons Debate on the economic situation. Much of the Chan- 
cellor’s speech was concerned with the danger of further 
inflation of domestic demand and with the need to restrict 
the cost of living in order to curb further demands for wage 
increases. ‘The Chancellor floundered about for a spell in 
a. morass of economic shibboleths and political dogma, and 
finally as a gesture to his restive left-wing announced a 
policy of dividend limitation. ‘The whole tenor of his speech, 
however, indicated his realisation of the fact that unless wages 
can be pegged there will be no such thing as a stabilised cost 
of living. 

Leaders of both sides of the building industry have in 
recent years appreciated that the only way to provide increased 
wages without increasing the cost of living is to relate wages to 
output. The President of the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers referred to this in somewhat luke- 
warm terms, as follows: “‘ Inseparably linked with the 
question of wages, as things are, is that of incentive bonus 
payments. This is a very complicated and controversial 
question; many building workers regard it as a way to 
augment their earnings, and would experience loss if bonus 
payments ended ; an attempt has been made to regulate the 
system.” There is an implied suggestion here that the 
worker who looks to incentive payments as a means of in- 
creasing his earnings is doing something unsocial. Laterin 
the week the Cenference turned down a demand for the aboli- 
tion of the system of payment by results and incentive bonuses, 
but recongmended the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives to conduct a ballot of its members on the question. 
Members voted in favour of a 44-hour guaranteed week and the 
closed-shop principle. A proposal for a five-day week during 
36 weeks of the year was rejected. The majority of the 
workers, therefore, while they favour incentive payments, 
want guaranteed weekly wages andclosed-shop protection. 
A substantial and vocal minority still regard any departure 
from the flat heurly rate as anathema. 

The building trade craftsman is proud of his craft skill, 
acquired at considerable cost over a long period of apprentice- 
ship. The best qualitative results cannot be obtained under 
hurried conditions. A flat hourly rate of wages was found 
over many years to be the system best suited to these indi- 
vidually manipulative skills. Piecework and incentive bonuses 
were often used, but were no part of the official wage fixing 
machinery. They were applied on repetitive operations such 
as those associated with house building, and were castigated 
as devices of the jerry builder. 

Employers and operatives alike, so far as they were nation- 
ally organised and articulate, preferred the flat rate, but the 
same operatives had no difficulty in so organising themselves 
on a housing estate, however large or small, or when they were 
employed by single trade sub-contractors, that some form of 
payment by results took the place of the officially recommended 
flat rate, much to the workers’ financial advantage. We 
would not exaggerate if we said that 25 per cent. of the opera- 
tives have had pre-war experience of payment by results, 








and that this must have been of their own free choice, because 
the N.F.B.T.O. was strong enough to enforce the standard 
flat rate if it had been in the workers’ interest to do so. 


It is all to the good that the question is being examined by 
both sides of the industry at the present time. Progress, 
however, is so slow that there is obviously much opposition 
to the system amongst both employers and operatives. Is it 
not possible that this delay arises from attempting too much 
regulation ? Conditions differ so much as between one con- 
tract and another that it is impossible to envisage a standard 
schedule of operations, basic rates and bonuses to apply on all 
kinds of work in any part of the country. On the other hand, 
the system, variously interpreted, has operated widely before 
and the same thing can happen again, When the basis of 
payment was agreed on the job between the management and 
the men there was never any labour trouble; individual 
grievances were few and easily capable of adjustment. Trades 
Union representatives generally kept away from the site, 
presumably because Union dues were more regularly and 
less grudgingly paid by workers who were getting over the 
odds. The occasional left-wing agitator who turned up was 
laughed off the job. There was no attempt at regulation, 
and half a dozen systems might be in operation within the 
same quarter of a mile ; even the same firm might be operating 
three different systems on jobs not a mile apart from each 
other; but results were achieved, production costs were 
lowered, and the building trade worker went home with a 
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much bigger pay packet than he would have earned on the 
flat rate. 

Most important, there was competition between the best 
men for the best jobs. Slackers and poor craftsmen were 
tabooed by their fellows. This will be a natural result of 
any satisfactory system of payment by results, and any 
attempt to regulate systems to avoid this result is doomed to 
failure. A man has no right to be compensated for his 
incompetence or protected from the results of his laziness. 


A PARLIAMENTARY EXHIBITION 


HE Exhibition on “ Parliament Past and Present,” 
forming Parliament’s contribution to the Festival of 
Britain, which was opened on August 1 by the Lord Chancellor 
and the Speaker of the House of Commons, is an achievement 
of which the organisers can be justly proud. By means of 
some excellent models, pictures, documents and other illus- 
trative material such as dioramas and animated displays of 
historical events and scenes, this beautifully produced exhibi- 
tion gives a brief but very comprehensive picture of the growth 
and functions of Parliament, its relation to the Sovereign, 
the people of Britain and the Commonwealth and Empire. 
The exhibition which is being held in the Grand Committee 
Room of the Houses of Parliament will be opened to the public 
on August 4. It has been designed with the possibility 
of going on tour, and this should definitely be arranged. We 
shall refer to it again in a forthcoming issue. 














EMBANKMENT ROADWAYS 
A Mid-Victorian Fantasy 


"THE embanking of the Thames through 

Central London has been a long- 
drawn-out process which even now is far 
from finished, though the handsome new 
section fronting the Festival site on South 
Bank brings the work appreciably nearer 
completion. Wren, Evelyn and that far- 
seeing Londoner, John Gwynn, all produced 
schemes for embankment roadways, but 
nothing was done till the sixties of last 
century, when the Metropolitan Board of 
Works built successively the Victoria Em- 
bankment from Blackfriars to Westminster, 
the Albert Embankment from Westminster 
to Vauxhall (on the south side) and, lastly, 
the Chelsea Embankment from Grosvenor- 
road railway bridge to Battersea Bridge. 


When the stretch on the south side between 
Waterloo and Blackfriars Bridges is com- 
pleted (and when that will be, who can 
say?) Central London will be reasonably 
well embanked, but sooner or later the City 
and Southwark stretches eastwards will have 
to be dealt with, though here wharves and 
the new Bankside Power Station create 
serious difficulties. Economic stringency, 
however, may well postpone the completion 
of London’s embankment to the Greek 
Kalends. 

It was left to an artist, J. Connop (?), to 
suggest, in 1856, a novel solution, or rather 
avoidance, of the problem, i.e., the building 
of a causeway in the river itself. Two draw- 
ings of his illustrating the scheme are now 
in the possession of Mr. J. F. Andrade. The 
one reproduced above shows a _ view 
apparently from the footway of the old 





Hungerford Bridge before the coming of the 
railway to Charing Cross. The causeway 
has two distinctive features—a high-level 
road for vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
and a low-level railway—and is broken at 
intervals by channels running under the 
former and over the latter, to allow the 
Passage of river craft into a sort of natural 
dock between causeway and river bank. It 
is almost as though the present Embank- 
ment and Underground railway were floated 
out into the tideway—an ingenious, imagina- 
tive but probably impracticable scheme. 
The second drawing (not reproduced) shows 
how the high-level roadway was intended to 
link up with Whitehall. Whatever may be 
thought of Connop’s project, his drawings 
are of considerable interest and value, as 
showing the appearance of the river scene 
about the middle of last century.—G. J. H. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


BIRMINGHAM CITY ARCHITECT 


BIRMINGHAM City CoUNCIL approved 
on July 24, by a large majority, the pro- 
posal to appoint a City Architect who will 
be responsible for the architectural work 
of the city. For the time being the work 
of the education department will be con- 
tinued under the direction of the Education 
Architect, Mr. Alex Steele, Dip. Arch. 
(Edin.), A.R.I.B.A. 

The City Council is to be congratulated 
upon taking this step. It has been some- 
thing of an anachronism that a city of the 
size and importance of Birmingham should 
be without a City Architect in view of the 
amount of building which it carries out 
during the year. The city is already 
fortunate in having an enlightened City 
Engineer and Surveyor of the calibre of 
Mr. H. J. Manzoni, and if an equally 
happy choice be made for the new appoint- 
ment the standard of municipal archi- 
tecture should rapidly reach the high 
level to which municipal planning and 
administration has already attained. 


NORTHERN POLY. EXHIBITION 


WITHOUT a spirit of tremendous en- 
thusiasm and a genuine liking for hard 
work among its students, no school could 
ever present such an impressive display 
of work as was shown by the Northern 
Polytechnic Schools of Architecture and 
Interior Decoration at Holloway on July 
19. Some half-dozen classrooms—not 
to mention the corridor—were crammed 
full of examples of work by both day and 
evening students. 

In such a vast collection one might 
reasonably have expected to come across 
a dull patch somewhere, but a complete 
tour of the rooms revealed beyond all 
doubt that the Northern Polytechnic 
does not make mistakes like that. From 
the simpler drawings and colour sketches, 
produced in the first year, to the complex 
fifth year thesis designs, all the exhibits 
were of an exceedingly high standard. 
The samples of colour-work were good, 
showing students’ effective use of colour 
at all stages of their progress. 

The architectural designs on view 
covered an extremely wide variety of 
buildings, and clearly reflected great credit 
on the school’s teaching staff as well as on 
the students _ individually. Advanced 
students exhibited some most spectacular 
schemes. Of particular interest were 
those for a Recuperative Centre, Medical 
Research Centre, a Friary, Combined 
Missionaries’ Societies’ Headquarters, an 
Hotel at the Isle of Wight, and a Thames 
Division Police Headquarters. 

Prominent among the exhibits of the 
fifth year evening students was a scheme 
for a Dairy Farm, Bucks, which was not 
only outstanding from an architectural 
point of view, but was accompanied by a 
magnificent model most carefully con- 
structed. 

A considerable amount of talent was 
discernible also in the interior decoration 
room, despite the occasional design for a 
living-room which was pleasing to the eye 
momentarily, but which would be. quite 
intolerable to live with permanently. A 
notice of the exhibition is given elsewhere 
in this issue. 
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L.C.C.’s ANNUAL RECEPTION . 


THE SOFT MusIC of a ‘palm court 
orchestra wafted through the long, austere 
corridors of County Hall on Friday 
evening last as some hundreds of guests 
took part in the various activities which 
formed the London County Council’s 
Annual Reception. 

One of London’s most outstanding 
annual social functions, it was, as in other 
years, attended by many distinguished 
people. Among them were Princess Alice, 
the Earl of Athlone, Mr. Attlee and Mr. 
Herbert Morrison. For an hour, the 
chairman of the L.C.C., Mr. J. W. Bowen, 
C.B.E., J.P., and Mrs. Bowen, received 
the guests at the top of the main marble 
staircase. 

A number of committee rooms were 
used for exhibition displays, puppet and 
film shows, amd there was dancing in the 
conference hall. Coloured maps and 
diagrams were used to illustrate informa- 
tion obtained in connection with the pre- 
paration of the County of London De- 
velopment Plan. Another room contained 
photographs of the development of the 
South Bank since 1948, while a further 
interesting collection comprised archzo- 
logical relics recovered from the South 
Bank during the past few centuries. 

As the sky darkened, the members’ 
terrace, which overlooks the river, offered 
a magnificent view of the Festival lights, 
taking in the broad sweep from the bril- 
liantly illuminated Skylon to floodlit 
Big Ben. 


SCULPTURE AT BATTERSEA 
By July 27, the 80th day of the L.C.C.’s 


second International Open Air Exhibition 
of Sculpture in Battersea Park, nearly 
67,000 people had passed through the 
turnstiles—more than 10,000 of them 
schoolchildren and art students—and the 
Council’s Parks Committee have decided 
to keep the exhibition open until Sep- 
tember 30. 


REPAIR OF CHURCHES 


THe CHURCH ASSEMBLY at its summer 
session resolved that a commission be 
appointed to advise the Assembly on the 
problems concerned with the repair of 
churches and with the proposals for 
securing their regular inspection. The 
members of the commission will be : 

Mr. Ivor Thomas (chairman), the Dean 
of York, the Archdeacon of Doncaster, 
the Archdeacon of Dorset, the Arch- 
deacon of Hackney, the Archdeacon of 
Wisbech, Canon A. M. Cook, Caroline 
Lady Bridgeman, Lerd Esher, Mr. W. H. 
Godfrey, Mr. George Goyder, Earl Grey, 
Sir Richard Hopkins, Mr. Laurence King, 
Sir Eric Maclagan, Sir James Mann, 
Admiral of the Fleet Lord Tovey, and 
Mr. Richard Wood, M.P. 


THE A.A. LIBRARY 

Tue Liprary of the Architectural 
Association will be closed from Friday; 
August 10, for one week, and will not 
open on Saturdays during August. 








COMING EVENT 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 7 
INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS.—Opening of 
exhibition on ‘‘The Architect and the Community.” 
Croydon Town Hall. Continuing until August 18, 
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FUTURE OF SOUTH BANK 


Deralts of plans for the development of 
the South Bank site after the festival 
buildings have been removed were given to 
the L.C.C. on July 31 by Mr. Bayt.iss. 
He said that removal of the buildings 
should be completed by June, 1952. The 
permanent development of the site would 
be pursued as circumstances permitted, 
including the completion of the ‘north 
block of the County Hall, completion of 
the Festival Hall, erection of Government 
offices between the County Hall and 
Charing Cross railway viaduct, erection of 
the National Theatre, laying-out of the 
riverside walk and gardens, and possibly 
the erection of a hotel. 


EXHIBITION AT CROYDON 


THE First of the series of exhibitions 
sponsored by the Institute of Registered 
Architects to show the part which should 
be played by the architect in the life of 
the community will be opened at Croydon 
Town Hall on Tuesday, August 7, at 
4.15 p.m. Buffet tea will be served 
between 3.15 and 4.15. The Institute has 
prepared for circulation a leaflet, ‘‘ The 
Architect and You,” which outlines the 
part played by the architect in building. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. RONALD FIELDING, A.R.1.B.A., has been practising 
since the beginning of this year at Aldwych House, 
Aldwych, London, W.C.2 (Chancery 4745), and would 
be pleased to receive trade catalogues, samples, etc. 

Mr. Dorian H. S. Prince, A.R.1.B.A., of LIONEL H. 
FEWSTER AND PARTNERS, 22, Conduit-street, London, 
W.1, and 6, Liverpool-terrace, Worthing, has now left 
the partnership on his appointment to the architectural 
staff of the Ministry of Works of the New Zealand 
Government. His new address is c/o, The National 
Bank of New Zealand, 182, Featherston-street ,Welling- 
ton, New Zealand. 

Mr. L. Prior HAs, L.R.I.B.A., A.I.Struct.E., is 

moving from 10, Whitmore Road, Beckenham, Kent, 
and will continue his practice at ‘“‘ Milford House,” 
Middleton-road, Middleton-on-Sea, Sussex (Middleton- 
on-Sea 742). He has eo Mr. FRANK RISDON, 
F.R.I.B.A., A.A. Dip]. (Hons.), 122, Barnfield Wood- 
road, Beckenham, Kent (Beckenham 6690), to act on 
his behalf in and around the London area as from 
September 1 next. 
. J. MEEKINS AND PARTNERS, have now opened an 
office at “‘ Oaktree House,” 408, Oakwood-lane, Oak- 
wood, Leeds, 8, in order to deal with the various 
appointments they have undertaken in Yorkshire. _ 

A. §. WILSON AND PARTNERS, chartered quantity 
surveyors, announce that from August 11 next, they 
will have an office at 20, St. Andrew’s-street, Cambridge. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, August 2, 1851 


Mr. YFohn Scandrott Harford, newly 
elected president, addressing a meeting of 
the Archaeological Institute said :— 

Prebably many present, who are not 
members of the Institute, may be led to 
regard us as scions of the very ancient 
but somewhat crochetty family of the 
Dryasdusts. Gentlemen, I positively 
repudiate the alliance. The true archzo- 
logist, I may go on to say, has-no super- 
stitious veneration for ancient forms or 
objects merely because they are ancient : 
he is neither a puerile worshipper of the 
green rust of classical coins and old 
armour, nor has he a voracious and undis- 
criminating taste for collecting all sorts 
of curiosities within the precincts of a 
museum. Far higher: the archzologist 
surveys the objects of each museum with 
the eye of curiosity and of taste like 
other people, but he chiefly values them 
as links between the Past and the Present, 
and he looks through them and by them, 
to the prosecution of objects philan- 
thropic, useful, and important... . 
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THE ARCHITECTURE OF NIGERIA 2235 3°=2= 


over them until an even level is made to 


By ARTHUR M. FOYLE, BA(Arch), ARIBA, AMTPI receive the next course (Fig. 3). As soon 


as the wall reaches waist height the builder 


Editor’s Note.—This study of the’architecture of Nigeria was undertaken by Mr, sits astride it and the bricks and mortar are 


Foyle as the result of being awarded a grant for postgraduate research from the 


thrown up to him by the labourers who re- 
main at ground level, while he builds in 


University of London. The article will appear in three parts of which this is the first, front of himself, working his way back- 


1.—THE NORTHERN PROVINCES 


NIGERIA is the. largest British Colony 

in Africa, and occupying as it does an 
area of approximately five hundred miles 
square it presents an extraordinary diversity 
of geographical and climatic conditions. 
Along the whole of the southern coastline 
(Fig. 1) lies a belt of swamp, forests and 
lagoons comprising the Niger Delta, and 
access to the hinterland is easy only at the 
extreme ends, at Lagos and Port Harcourt; 
the climate here is extremely humid. This 
coastal fringe is backed by a belt of forest 
while further inland the country becomes 
more open yet still well wooded. This is 
the area of Nigeria’s agricultural wealth, 
with large tracts rich in palm oil and cocoa. 
Further north the country approximates 
more closely to desert conditions and, before 
the rainy season, is swept by dust storms 
which blow off the Sahara. 


As with the country so with the people 
who inhabit it. In the south they live in 
loosely organised tribal groups whose cus- 
toms, language and architecture vary from 
district to district. By contrast the north- 
ern areas are ruled by Emirs who enjoy a 
considerable amount of autonomy under 
the British administration. Society is 
organised on semi-feudal lines; the people 
are Moslem by religion and Hausa is spoken 
as a common language. These stabilising in- 
fluences, combined with a method ef mud 
building which has become a highly stan- 
dardised process, have endowed the towns 
and buildings of the north with a uniformity 
and dignity of appearance which are noi 
apparent elsewhere in the country. 


BUILDING IN MUD 


The technique of building in mud as 
practiced in the nerthern areas has a long 
traditional history and is a highly organised 
and specialised craft, the secrets of which are 
jealously guarded and handed down from 
father to son. The native bricks, “ tubali,” 
are roughly conical in shape and about 
twelve inches in height; they are made in 
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Reproduced from Colonial Office Annual Report on Nigeria. 
Fig. 1.—Map of Nigeria. 





the open air (Fig. 2) and laid out to dry for wards around the perimeter of the building 
about ten days, during which period they as he does so. In this way buildings of up 
should be wetted several times for the best to two storeys in height are built without 
results. Mortar is made from the same the use of scaffolding. 

earth with the addition of grass or manure. First floors and roofs are supported by 
Walls are built simply by setting the mud arches which are reinforced by lengths 





Fig. 2.—Native bricks or “ tubali”’ lying out to dry in the sun. Fig. 3-—Arches in course of construction. The top course oer the 


Each is about 12 ins. in height. 


“© tubali”’ can be seen. 
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Fig. 4.—Detail of two mud arches, reinforced 
with split palm bound together with rope. 


of split palm, “azara,” which is naturally 
termite-proof. The lengths are bound to- 
gether with native rope and covered with 
layers of mud (Fig. 4). Arches can be 
built by this method to span up te about 
18 ft., and since the bays between them have 
to be filled in with similar lengths of palm 
whose maximum span is about 8 ft. all plan- 
ning is controlled by a bay spacing of this 
amount. By grouping the arches together, 
panelled domes can be formed and this 
type of roof is often given to important 
rooms. Externally a covering of mud is 
applied in several layers to the walls and to 
the “azaras” of .the roof, parapets and 
copings, being smoothed off and rounded in 
order to facilitate the draining away of 





Fig. 6.—The wives’ hall. The “ azaras” to 
the ceiling have mot yet been plastered. 
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Fig. 5.—Plan of a merchant’s house, Kofarmata-street, Kano. 


The indirect approach to 


the wives’ quarters is well illustrated. 


water in the rainy season. Long spouts, 
made originally of wood or pottery, but 
now more often of corrugated iron, throw 
the stormwater well away from the mud 
walls. In order to improve the life of the 
external finish, the last coat of mud is given 
a rough texture to pre- 
vent crazing and is 
waterproofed, a favour- 
ite method being to 
wash it over with two 
coats of groundnut oil. 


HOUSE PLANS 


House plans of the 
northern Moslems all 
conform strictly to the 
same pattern, which has 
the triple object of pro- 
viding privacy for the 
occupants, safety for 
animals and possessions 
and, above all, purdah 
for the women. Open- 
ings in external walls 
are kept small to dis- 
courage thieves, as a 
protection against the 
glaring sun and against 
the torrential storms of 
the rainy season. The 
usual arrangement in 
Kano, the largest city 
of the north, is for a 
two-storey block to be 
built on the _ street 
frontage (Fig. 5). This 
is reserved for the use 
of the head of the 
household and his bed- 
room is on the first 
floor. Behind it are 
arranged a series of 
squat, single - storey 
buildings comprising 
the boys’ quarters, 
storage rooms, the kit- 
chen, and, finally, the 
wives’ hall (Fig. 6) 
which overlook a pri- 





vate courtyard surrounded by a high wall. 
The principal room of the front block, often 
leading directly off the street, is the “ zaure” 
or hall where the master receives his guests. 
Beyond the “zaure” the stranger never 
penetrates, and from it a very indirect 


Fig. 7.—A newly decorated house in Kano. The fagade is 
covered with arabesques and patterns based on traditional motifs. 
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approach leads 
eventually to the 
women’s quarters. 


Externally there is 
usually a mud canopy 
corbelled out over the 
front door, and the 
area above it is grad- 
ually weathered into 
the main wall so that 
the _ rainwater is 
thrown clear of the 
doorway. This slop- 
ing area is often cov- 
ered with geometrical 
designs in raised mud- 
work. When the 
householder can afford 
it, the whole of the 
otherwise blank 
facade is covered with 
arabesques and pat- 
terns based on tradi- 
tional Islamic motifs 
and these at their best 
are fine examples of 
native art and crafts- 
manship (Fig. 7). <A 
newly _ decorated 
house, crowned with 
an array of phallic 
symbols and dis- 
tempered white, makes 
a striking sight in the 
bright sunlight. In 
some of the larger 
houses the domed 
ceilings to important 
rooms are treated with 
a similar relief work, 
which in this case is 
picked out in bright 
colours. 


THE GREAT WALL OF KANO 


Kano City itself was originally sur- 
rounded by a great mud wall, having a 
perimeter of eleven miles and pierced by 
thirteen gates. The wall was about 40 feet 
in height and had a double ditch in front of 
it filled with thorns, while on the inside at a 
high level was a continuous banquette serv- 
ing a series of loopholes. As im the case of 
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Fig. 10.—Ground plan of Dan Agundi, 


Kano. 


Fig. 9.—Dan Agundi, Kano. 
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One of the group of early houses 
built for European occupation. 


Zaria, a nearby fortified town, the built-up 
area occupied only about one-third of the 
total enclosure, the remainder consisting of 
farmland, so that in time of siege the in- 
habitants would be afforded a certain degree 
of self-sufficiency. Even in its present ruined 
state the Great Wall of Kano is an historical 
monument of which Nigeria may well be 
proud. It is still traceable along its entire 
length and in the vicinity of several of the 
gates, which have been preserved in a modi- 
fied form it reaches almost to its original 
height and the remains of the ditch and the 
banquette are still clearly visible. One of 
these gates is seen in Fig. 8. 

The streets of the city itself present an 
ever-changing perspective as one walks along 
a wide road or a narrow alleyway, with the 
high walls of the mud houses towering up 
on either side. Here and there one comes 
across a wide lagoon, sometimes as much as 
half a mile across, surrounded by palm trees, 
on to the banks of which the houses: crowd 
in an informal manner. These clearings 
are the borrow pits from which mud, the 
only building material, has been excavated 
to construct the houses which cluster around 
them. The general effect of enclosure and 
intervening space is most picturesque, but 
the borrow pits themselves are a source of 
nuisance and a breeding ground for mos- 
quitoes during the rainy season. 

There still remain in Kano a group of 
houses which were constructed in mud in 
the early days of the British occupation at 
the beginning of this century (Fig. 9). Some 
of them may well be amongst those which 
Lord Lugard mentions in his early Colonial 
Reports as being under construction for 
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European Staff, but they are unidentifiable 
either by name or date. All of these build- 
ings present an external appearance of great 
dignity, with squat buttresses running up 
their full height, swept hoods over the win- 
dows, of which there are naturally many 
more than in the houses built for African 
occupation, and the usual phallic symbols 
crowning the parapets. The interiors (a plan 
is seen in Fig. 10) are remarkable as ex- 
amples of Moslem tradition and detail 
adapted to suit European requirements, and 
are most picturesque with rooms of varying 
heights reminiscent of the larger houses in 
the African town. These buildings are for 
the most part in a good state of preservation 
and are still occupied by European Govern- 
ment servants who are regarded with some 
envy by their colleagues. 


(To be continued) 


BIRMINGHAM CITY 
ARCHITECT 
Proposals Approved 


BirMINGHAM City CoUNCIL, by a large 
majority, approved proposals on July 24 
for the appointment of a City Architect. 

In the debate which preceded the 
decision there were a number of view- 
points expressed on the recommendation, 
by the General Purposes Committee, 
that the city architect should be a man of 
the most eminent standing possible in 
his profession, a man having undoubted 
experience and ability as an administrator 
and as an organiser, besides being a 
professionally qualified architect. 


ALDERMAN Percy Cox commented : 
“Tf you want this superman, my word you 
have got to pay for him. It won’t be 
£2,500 for him but something like £4,000, 
and you may not be able to obtain a man 
even for that figure for this particular 
position.” He said it was the worst 
possible time to make the appointment, 
when it was more difficult to get building 
permits than at any time since the begin- 
ning of the war. 

ALDERMAN J. WILLIAMS said that if 
there was a problem at all, it should be 
solved by strengthening the department 
under the present:Surveyor. ALDERMAN 
C. V. G. Simpson said the. City required 
a planning officer, and they had one in the 
city surveyor. Was there someone form- 
ing policy other than members of this 
Council? he asked. He had a shrewd 
idea there was. 

The work of the housing officer, Mr. 
Chandler, and the chief architect, Mr. 
Dawes, was praised by ALDERMAN J. C. 
BuRMAN, chairman of the House Building 
Committee, which first asked for considera- 
tion of the new scheme. He said that the 
city architect would be more of a deanof a 
faculty than a dominating figure acting 
as a dictator. Other large cities had such 
an Official, and sooner or later Birmingham. 
had got to have one. While there was: 
a lull in public building was an excellent 
time for the new man to find his feet. 
The House Building Committee felt 
that there must be someone who could be 
regarded as its chief officer. 


The proposals were carried by a large 
majority. 
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Front elevation, showing vehicle entrance and exit. 


DOCK UNIT, CAMBERWELL, 


FOR LONDON TRANSPORT 


C. HOWARD CRANE, AIA, ARCHITECT, IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
THOMAS BILBOW, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


ARLY in 1949 London Transport’s engineers evolved 
a novel basic design for future garages. The new 
design aimed at grouping as many as possible of the major 
facilities to reduce effort on the part of the individual 
operative to a minimum, -and, at the same time, incor- 
porated an improved form of pit for major dock work. 
An essential feature of the new design was the planning of 
the dock as a self-contained unit—in effect, an enclosed 
workshop affording warm working conditions even in the 
most wintry weather. So far as the improved pits were 
concerned, an opportunity presented itself for a practical 
trial at St. Albans garage, where two additional pits were 
found to be required. These were constructed to the new 
pattern, which, at least so far as this country is concerned, 
is revolutionary in that its outstanding feature is a com- 
municating trench in the centre instead of atone end. The 
principal drawback for docking purposes of the orthodox 
type of pit is its long tunnel-like effect with consequent 
restricted working conditions. The new design does 
away with these restrictions, allows men to move more 
freely, and the abundant provision of built-in fluorescent 
lights, heating and service lines avoids the use of trailing 
cables and pipes. The problem of how to pass a vehicle 
safely and simply over the centre trench was resolved by 
the use of lightweight, quick-action, hinged bridge pieces 
on telescopic supports. 

Whereas at St. Albans the new installation was limited to 
two pits, at Camberwell garage the need for improved 
docking facilities has given London Transport the oppor- 
tunity to construct the first complete dock unit to the new 
design. In considering the new buildings, however, it 
should be borne in mind that the dock unit is only part 
of the final scheme for Camberwell garage, which also 
provides for the reconstruction of the operating and welfare 
block and an extension to the present parking area. The 
new building is at the south end of the garage on the site 
of property extensively damaged during the war. It lies 
between Warner-road and Camberwell Station-road and 
has its main entrance in a new road which has been built 
to connect the two. To reduce any existing tendency for 


TO LONDON TRANSPORT EXECUTIVE 


traffic congestion at Camberwell Green buses coming out 
of service will, on completion of the extension, approach 
from Camberwell Station- road—instead of from Warner- 
road as in the past. They will pass through service lines 
in the proposed garage extension,’ which will also house a 
chassis-cleaning unit to which vehicles due for docking 
can be diverted before entering the dock unit. This dock 
unit is virtually a self-contained workshop, incorporating 
not only every up-to-date idea to facilitate vehicle main- 
tenance, with engineering and other shops grouped around 
a central working area and under the same roof, but also 
the first full-scale installation of the new-type major dock- 
ing pits. There are six of these, following on the St. 
Albans design ; the opportunity has, however, been taken 
to introduce small improvements, the most notable being 
the use of extruded duralumin section for the hinged bridge 
pieces, instead of fabricated section as at St. Albans. This 
results in a saving both in cost and weight. Six further 
pits for minor repairs have also been provided. 
Constructional details —The dock building is steel framed 
with lattice girders spanning go ft. on to stanchions at 15 ft. 
centres, the shape of the lattices being designed to give the 
maximum height of vertical aluminium glazing at the sides, 
thus affording ample natural light. This obviates the need 
for sloping roof lights and the roof is, therefore, com- 
pletely covered with reinforced asbestos decking insulated 
on the underside with a layer of fibreboard. ‘The alumin- 
ium vertical glazing can be opened the entire length of the 
building in banks 4 ft. high so as to secure adequate natural 
ventilation in summer. Since the whole of the dock unit 
is heated and ventilated, only the fuel pump room, smith’s 
shop and battery charging room need be enclosed. All 
other stores and shops are incorporated in the main area 
and separated only by glazed metal partitions. Ancillary 
buildings are constructed with steel roof beams supported 
on main stanchions and external 134-in. brick walls. The 
roofs are of hollow precast concrete slabs, screeded and 
asphalted. The stores block to the rear has a headroom 
of 14 ft. to allow for an overhead runway between the 
access road, stores and central working area. The boiler 
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View of dock unit from the south ; main docking pits in foreground. 


house is beneath the north end of the front block with 
brick retaining walls and is completely tanked with asphalt. 
Fuel is fed through the grille floor of the fuel store into a 
reinforced concrete hopper from which it is drawn into the 
boilers. The capacity of the boilers is sufficient to serve 
not only the new dock unit but also the reconstructed 
operating and welfare block and the workshops in the 
garage extension. All facing bricks are pressed silicas, 
light buff in colour, with a brown 5 ft. 6 in. dado. The 
brickwork to the corner pavilions has horizontally raked 
joints. Internally, silicas are used for exposed brickwork, 
and commons where tiling occurs. Floors generally 
are of 14-in. hardened granolithic. 

The new dock unit, which will serve the Camberwell 
group of garages (i.e., Camberwell and Walworth), is the 
first of several such units to be built to provide up-to-date 
maintenance facilities for the additional vehicles to be run 
in connection with the scheme for improving South Lon- 
don’s bus services. 

The main contractors were Messrs. Halse and Sons, 
Ltd., and the following were sub-contractors : 


Asphalting, Rock Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; structural steel- 
work, H. Young and Co., Ltd.; light steelwork, S. W. 
Farmer and Son, Ltd.; flat roofing, Concrete, Ltd. ; 
concrete roof lights, Luxfer, Ltd.; asbestos roofing, 
W. M. Walker and Co., Ltd.; roof linings, Sundeala 
Board Co., Ltd. ; metal windows, Williams and Williams, 
Ltd. ; sliding folding doors, George W. King, Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Son, Ltd.; iron- 
mongery, James Gibbons, Ltd. ; tiling, W. B. Simpson and 
Sons, Ltd. ; Portland stone, Bath and Portland Stone Firms, 
Ltd. ; gates and fencing, Bayliss, Jones and Bayliss, Ltd. ; 
sprinklers, Mather and Platt, Ltd. ; roller shutters, Shutter 
Contractors, Ltd. ; bricks (supplied by) Charles Arnold 
(Isleworth), Ltd. ; paint (supplied by) Sherwoods, Ltd. 


Unit cleaning area, store and overhead runway. 
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View from the south-west showing the main front and south return wall. The flint panel in the south wall is believed to 
belong to an earlier building and contains the record stone built into a former bricked-up opening. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 














The entrance hall showing lobby doors and door to 
office (No. 2). 















































RESTORATION OF SWEECH 
HOUSE, LEATHERHEAD 


R. FOSTER ELLIOTT, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 








GROUND FLOOR PLAN Sc 





August 3 1951 














GrraTse at the junction of Gravel 
Hill with North-street and about 
100 yds. from the main crossing of 
Leatherhead, Sweech House was built 
in the sixteenth century as a farmhouse. 
The freehold was presented by Mr. 
Herbert K. Reeves to the Leatherhead 
and District Countryside Protection Soc- 
iety for restoration and preservation, and 
a record stone commemorating this gift 
is built into the south wall. 

Prior to restoration, Sweech House 
was divided into three cottages, but has 
now been adapted into office accommo- 
dation. The original fabric of English 


oak has been preserved, wherever possible, - 


and by stripping the coverings of centuries 
the timbers exposed in their original style 
and form. Brickwork in panels and walls 
has been uncovered and restored as re- 
quired and the flint walling on the south 
elevation probably belongs to an earlier 
structure on this site. 

Existing windows were removed and 
together with new, as required, are formed 
with oak frames, flat metal opening case- 
ments, and filled in with leaded lights. 
The ground flooring has been completely 
renewed with concrete and covered with 
teak wood block and strip flooring. 
Timbers of the first floor are now exposed 
showing stop chamfers to all beams. 
Several old oak ledged doors have been 
refitted to cupboards with the original 
hand-forged strap hinges re-used. First 
floor finishes have been levelled up by 
using fibre board as ceiling finish and 
packing up to new deal flooring, allowing 
new services to be laid in the spaces 
formed. 

Defective timbers have been replaced 
with salvaged oak from demolished build- 
ings; and in rebuilding the walling all 
recovered bricks and flints have been re- 
used in facings and jointed in lime mortar. 
The restoration of the interior plastering 
has been carried out in lime slaked on the 
site with a coarse sand and a sponged 
finish. Newinstallations of electricity, gas 





View of office (No. 2) showing the original oak timbers in the ceiling.and the 
restored open fireplace. 












View from the north-west showing the premises before restoration. 





The same view after restoration. 


and water have been provided, also rain- 
water drainage, and the new sanitary 
accommodation connected up to the 
drainage existing on the site. Heating 
is by gas or electric convector heaters in 
each room and fluorescent lighting pro- 
vided to meet the needs of modern office 
requirements. 


The restoration works have been carried 
out by Russells (Surbiton), Ltd., and the 
bills of quantities prepared by Mr. G. A. 
Hanscomb, A.R.I.C.S. Sub-contractors 
and suppliers were :— 


Windows, bow window, internal and 
external doors, new staircase and fittings, 
James Walker (Architectural Decorations), 
Ltd. ; teak block and strip flooring, Vigers 
Bros. ; metal casements and leaded lights, 
Guildford Glass and Metal Works, Ltd. ; 
electric installation, Buchanan and Curwen, 
Ltd. ; gas installation, South-Eastern Gas 
Board ; wrought-iron gate, Richard Quinnell ; 
record stone carved by Hawkins and Son; 
sanitary fittings, Moulds, Ltd. ; ironmongery 
and door furniture, George Wright, Ltd. 
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(also three and four apartments) incor- 
porating a number of additional features, 
some of them suggested by the recent 
visit of Mr. Fraser to Holland (this is not 
reproduced). 


In both houses certain -fittings and 
other features (such as cookers and built- 
in wardrobes) are omitted, though space 
is left so that they can be provided by the 
tenant. 


The “‘ space-saving’ house.—This com- 
pares with the normal Department of 
Health standards (as given in the Housing 
Handbook) as follows :-— 


3-apartment 4-apartment 
jouse ouse 


Overall area Se .. 680 sq. ft. 860 sq. ft. 
Standard overall area an 210-00, Rs 930 sq. ft. 
Saving in area i“ as 90 sq. ft. 70 sq. ft. 

In addition, the narrower frontage of the 
houses will produce a saving in cost for 
roads, sewers and services. 











ws The houses shown are terrace types 

with through access from front to back, 

SCO TTISH LOW-COST HOUSING PLANS thus avoiding the expense and mainten- 

ance problem of the back service road. 

R. ¥. GARDNER-MEDWIN, ARIBA, AMTPI, CHIEF ARCHITECT AND In the design of the houses all non-usable 
PLANNING OFFICER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, SCOTLAND (Continued on page 155) 


WITH the object of offsetting increases 
in building costs by modifications in S-APT. COTTAGE 
design, architects of the Department of NORTH © SOUTH ASPECT fee 
Health for Scotland have been working 
on experimental house plans and models. 


There is no intention of imposing a CQ 
reduction of essential housing standards. . 
But it is possible, without impairing the Cj ) a 
amenity of a house, to reduce the space C DB) | Si 
required for “‘ circulation space ” (lobbies ip ee 
and passages) and thus bring down con- et oa 


siderably the total area of the house, with Rr x 
Bae 


NETT AREA 679 $Q FT. SEOROOM 2 
: : i m $0 FT 


a consequent saving in cost. There is 

also room for experiment and variation 

in the amount of equipment actually yy 

provided with the house. The usual oes weve ese ops peeiaal 
post-war practice has been to provide : 
local authority tenants with a completely 
equipped house, including gas or electric 
cooker, washboiler and fitted cupboards 
and wardrobes. This may not always 
suit the tenant, who may prefer to bring 
his own furniture and fittings, and there 
may be advantage in allowing local iB ttitrere 

mitesities to omit some of the items GROUKD FLOOR Low cost HOUSING 
hitherto provided (and thus reduce the 

cost—and the rent—of the house) so 

long as they leave room for them to be 4-APT. COTTAGE 

installed by the tenant. 


The present plans and ls are in 
no sense final. They shoW merely one 
stage which has been reached in the 
Department’s experiments, in the develop- 
ment of the “‘ through-aspect ”’ house and : 
the narrow-fronted flat. While there is  F } oss eatst” i, Si MSs <9 
no intention of making any of the modifi- i wares, 
cations compulsory, it is hoped that 
local authorities will be encouraged to 
follow up some of the ideas incorporated 
in the plans and models and develop their 
own ideas. The Department’s architects 
are continuing their experiments and these 
may result in still further ideas for 
economy. 


Two models were on show in Edinburgh 
last week : (a) a terraced house (three and 
four apartments) in which the total area 
is reduced by the reduction of “ circula- 
tion space”’; and (5) a flatted house SOesins 
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space has been reduced to a minimum by 
cutting out the usual hall and substituting 
a small lobby which gives access to the 
stairs and living-room only. Lobby and 
landing space is reduced to only half the 
normal amount in the 3-apartment house, 
and to less than one-third in the 4-apart- 
ment house. 


Room measurements, compared with the 
standard, are :— 


** Space-saving ”” Standard. 
house. 


sq. ft. 
184 (3-apt.) 
220 (4-apt.) 

135 

110 

70 

3 ft. 
2 ft. 11 in. 

+t One person. 


Living-room .. 


Bedroom 1 
Bedroom 2 
Bedroom 3 oi 
Lobbies and passages . . 
Stair width 

* Plus built-in wardrobe. 

Thus, the bedrooms are only slightly 
smaller, but the living-rooms are, respec- 
tively, 4 and 40 sq. ft. larger. In addition, 
the three-apartment house has a_ small 
internal ‘hall which houses a pram and 
fuel store and the four-apartment house 
has a utility room of 69 sq. ft., which 
accommodates a general store, fuel store, 
cycle and pram storage, a rack for brooms 
and brushes, space for meters and also 
sufficient room for a small work-bench 
to be installed by the tenant. 


There is a solid-fuel fireplace in the 
living-room and one bedroom; a full- 
length hanging cupboard in one bedroom 
and a linen cupboard; a ventilated larder, 
sink and tub in the kitchen, with space for 
cooker, wash-boiler and work-table. 


The “‘ Dutch’’ house.—This is a three- 
storey flatted type, with two variations. 
In one the bathroom is internal and 
ventilated by a-duct, in the other the bath- 
room has an external wall, but has a spray 
instead of a bath. The external walls are 
of 11-in. cavity brickwork throughout, 
instead of the 16-in. wall normally used 
in Scotland for the ground floor of three- 
storey flats. The narrower frontage per- 
mits the purlin roof to be borne on the 
cross walls, resulting in an economy of 
timber. ‘These houses compare with the 
normal standard as follows :— 


(a) HOUSE WITH INTERNAL BATHROOM 


3-apartment 4-apartment 
jouse. ouse. 


644 sq. ft. 730 sq. ft. 

Standard overall area 775 sq. ft. 890 sq. ft. 

Saving in area 131 sq. ft. 160 sq. ft. 

(b) HOUSE WITH W.C. ON OUTSIDE WALL 
AND SPRAY 


Overall area 


3-apartment 4-apartment 


ouse. louse. 
648 sq. ft. 722 sq. ft. 
Standard overall area 775 sq. ft. 890 sq. ft. 
Saving in area 127 sq. ft. 168 sq. ft. 
In addition there will be a considerable 
saving in roads and services as a result of 
_the narrower frontage per flat. 


The plans’ incorporate the “ space- 
saving’ features of the other plan, with 
some flexibility in planning resulting from 
the internal positioning of the bathroom 
in one of the flats. This is a feature 
which’ may be controversial, « since it 
differs from current Scottish practice 
(though accepted in Holland). Another 
very experimental feature which is based 
on Dutch practice.is the omission of the 
normal back boiler with storage cylinder 
for hot water and its_replacement by a 


Overall area 
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multi-point gas water-heater acting on 
the main water supply. Otherwise equip- 
ment in this house is similar to that in the 
** space-saving ” house. 
Room measurements, compared with 
the standard are :— 
“* Dutch” house. 
sq. ft. 


Standard. 
sq. ft. 


180 
135 
110° 


70 
70 80 


180 
#145-155 


Kitchen... 
Lobbies and passages 3 ft. 
Common stair Ka 6 ft. 6 in. 
* Plus built-in wardrobe. t One person. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


THE TWELVE BEST LONDON 
BUILDINGS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—An American visitor who, on a 
recent tour of Europe, found that he 
could spend only one day in London, 
asked me to name the 12 best buildings 
which he ought on no account to miss 
seeing. He made it clear that he was not 
interested in historical associations but 
only in fine architectural -quality. I 
replied that there were no 12 buildings 
universally recognised as the best, but 
wishing to help him I made a quick 
selection, with the qualification that it 
was entirely a personal one which was 
almost certain to be disputed by others. 


As my friend had no time for the con- 
ventional. sightseeing tour it. was clear 
that many of the most attractive “‘ sights ”’ 
would have to be omitted. except as they 
were fine architecture and, as such, among 
the “‘ best ”’ buildings, of were encountered 
while travelling from one choice to another. 
Time being so short, travelling had to be 
cut down to the minimum, and therefore 
I had to omit from the list all outlying 
works of architecture that one would 
normally take visitors to see, such as 
Greenwich Hospital and Hampton Court. 


I also decided to make my list a repre- 
sentative cross-section through archi- 
tecture in general without bias towards 
any particular period or style. Here it is, 
with my reasons for the selection, set out 
in an itinerary which for the sake of con- 
venience began at Charing Cross :— 

1.—The Banqueting House, Whitehall. 
(Inigo Jones. Our first and perhaps finest 
example of mature Renaissance design.) 

2.—The Houses of Parliament. (Barry. 
Early Gothic Revival at its most decora- 
tive.) 

3.—Westminster Abbey: (Gothic dignity 
and splendour: special interest of. the 
fan-vaulted Henry VII Chapel.). 

4.—Westminster Cathedral. (Bentley. 
A modern masterpiece in the Byzantine 
style.) 

5.—The Atheneum Club, Pall Mall. 
(Decimus Burton. Classic Revival dignity 
and purity.) 

6:.—No. 20, St. fJames’s-square.. (Robert 
Adam. Splendid example of the smaller 
type of late eighteenth-century town house.) 

7.—The Ritz Hotel, Piccadilly. (Mewés 
and Davis. Beaux-Arts elegance: and 
refinement.) 

8.—Chester - terrace, Regent’s Park- 
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(Nash. 
best.) 

9—St. Bartholomew - the - Great, 
Smithfield. (Norman solidity and 
impressiveness.) 

10.—St. Paul’s 
masterpiece.) 

11.—Bow Church, Cheapside. 
finest spire.) 

12.— Somerset House, Strand. (Cham- 
bers. Fine monumental eighteenth-cen- 
tury classic.) 

Jote—If St. Stephen’s, Wallbrook, 
had not been bombed and now closed for 
restoration I would have included it in 
preference to Bow Church. 


Regency "stucco at its theatrical 


Cathedral. (Wren’s 


(Wren’s 


That, then, is my selection. Do your 
readers agree with it? If not, I should 
like to know*what their own choice would 
have been. 

Harr Bona. 


THE STATUS OF BUILDERS’ 
FOREMEN 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I should like to report on the 
short course of lectures on teaching 
technique for general foremen recently 
held at the Brixton School of Building. 


I was a little disappointed in the numb er 
of students, but perhaps only a few were 
selected as being suitable and the class 
was purposely kept ‘small. I feel very 
strongly, however, that courses of instruc- 
tion on general foremanship should be 
given by experienced builders’ foremen 
actively engaged on actual building works, 
and that the employment of day school 
teachers taking classes in this subject 
in the evenings is not the best way of 
instructing the type of man who should 
attend these classes. 

The ideal I have in mind is for eight 
or ten young craftsmen, selected as far 
as possible, by building trades’ employers 
or building institutes as. being suitable 
n the future for foremanship, to be 
nstructed by a fully qualified builder’s 
foreman to a syllabus laid down by the 
committee and awarded certificates of 
merit on a satisfactory conclusion of the 
course. 


I am very much coacerned with the 
steady decline in status of the builders’ 
foreman over the past 20 years, and am 
convinced that this decline is _ solely 
attributable to the decline in knowledge 
of foremanship duties and that the only 
way this can be remedied is by efficient 
training in leadership and job manage- 
ment. 

‘The ideal set-up in my opinion is one 
association only for general foremen with 
miembership confined in the future to 
men with diplomas given by the Institute 
of Builders, and one. association. for 
clerks of works confined to men with 
diplomas given by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. This may be difficult 
but I am convinced that this is the 
only way to improve the status of builders’ 
foremen and clerks of works. 


W. To.i.ey. 


38, Queenswood-road, 
Forest Hill, S.E-23. 
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SHODDY WORKMANSHIP 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is amazing how very little 
constructive argument is brought to 
bear on reasons and causes of failure. 
Far too many of us hasten to find excuses 
to support inefficiency. No doubt, the 
rustrations of the post-war years have 
elped us foster the belief that things 
ust cannot be done better ; that standards 
must remain low ; that our only hope of 
getting even a mediocre day’s work out 
of anyone is to pour out the cure-all of 
incentives in large doses. 


The man in control who stands up and 
says, “I will not tolerate this workman- 
ship,” and later proceeds to have it 
remedied, is charged by all and sundry 
as being responsible for delaying the 
general programme. He is regarded as a 
sort of pariah, a holder-upper, an old maid 
aid other descriptions nearer to the soil. 


A partition is built two inches out of 
square. The plasterer tries to true it up 
with, perhaps, 3-in. rendering. The floor 
tiler may follow, and tries to square up the 
error a little more, probably throwing other 
sections of his work out in the attempt. 
But let it be suggested in the first place 
that the partition be pulled down and built 
square, and note what is likely to happen : 


Two hours or more taken up in a heated 
argument, whereat the general foreman 
tries to prove to the clerk of works that 
the partition is square, and all the known 
methods of checking a right-angle are 
wrong. They are joined by the foreman 
bricklayer, and eventually the bricklayer 
who put the wall up. They combine to 
prove that with modern bricks, mortar, 
incentives, holidays with pay and other 
extraneous factors everyone is lucky to 
have a wall there at all ; and, after all, 
what are two inches these days, when we 
might have a general election, anyway? 


Maybe, the plasterer is summoned to the 
gathering. Quite naturally, he must de- 
fend his work, and, at the same time, keep 
the peace with the bricklayer, who has 
probably threatened to cut both his ears 
off with a trowel if he opens his mouth. 
Finally, the floor tiler comes on to the 
scene, to find that if he admits to the 
irregularity of the partition he will have 
to pull up three parts of his own work to 
correct the position. 


“ Thus, through one man’s error, the 
work of two trades has been completely 
ruined and disorganised. Furthermore, 
this is only one small example. What of 
door and casement frames set inaccurately ; 
the appalling standards of some plaster 
finishes to walls and soffits ; disgracefully 
made joinery; abysmally poor painting 
and decorating? Are all these things to 
be passed by without comment ? Accepted 
with, possibly, some half-hearted com- 
plaint, which is never pressed home? Is 
the general foreman who throws all the 
sub-trades together and expects them to 
fight uot the progressing of a contract 
between them to be tolerated and allowed 
to remain in charge of the chaos he may 
choose to call a building site ? 

If present happenings are a guide, it 
would appear that all these things may go 
on unchecked. Try to put a stop to it, 
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and the wrath of all the powers that be 
descends on the head of the unfortunate 
but brave man. And yet, in those few 
and isolated instances where insistence on 
proper standards of workmanship has 
been made, what has happened? A long 
and bitter battle at the start; a gradual 
realisation that sloppiness and poor work 
will have to be done again; and a final 
achievement of the standards required, 
resulting in a well-built job; a pride in 
that work, and an awakening to the simple 
fact that it takes very little, if any, longer 
to do the job properly first time. 


The ball is fairly and squarely at the 
feet of those whose duty it is to see that 
structures are built to within reasonable 
limits, as specified. We have not yet 
reached the stage when architects draw 
wiggly lines on their drawings to represent 
the finish they expect to get. Perhaps 
someone will act, before this finally comes 
about. 

A. W. Hupson. 


2, Menelik-road, N.W.2. 


THE RENAISSANCE of CAEN 
Rebuilding Celebrations 
By B. S. Townroe, Hon. A.R.1.B.A. 


VER the’ coming week-end, from 
August 4 to 6, the ancient city of 
Caen in Normandy is to hold celebrations 
to mark its recovery from the bombing 
endured during the liberation of France. 


Seven years ago Caen was one of the 
saddest sights in Western Europe, with the 
centre of the city lying in heaps of rubble, 
the ancient University completely wiped out 
as if by some giant hand, and many of 
the inhabitants living in cellars. To-day 
it is one of the most stimulating places on 
the Continent, not only because of the 
physical transformation scene, but because 
of the indomitable spirit of the inhabitants. 


The new blocks of flats built around the 
racecourse and on bombed sites bear com- 
parison with any working-class dwellings 
erected since the war in Western Europe 
for strength of construction, attractiveness 
of design and internal comfort. Architects 
can learn much from the layout of some of 
the new streets, where the high buildings 
have been ingeniously erected at angles so 
as to catch every ray of sunshine. In Great 
Britain we are not making full use of our 
resources of local stone and other native 
materials. At Caen the local stone, of 
which several of our English cathedrals were 
originally built, is being used in the task 
of reconstruction. 


Caen’s Place in History 


When Monsieur Daure, the Rector of the 
University of Caen, visited Glasgow last 
June in order to attend the celebrations to 
mark the 500th anniversary of the founding 
of the University on the Clyde, he told his 
friends how the University of Caen has an 
even longer history. It was first planned in 
1424 by some far-sighted Frenchmen, notably 
by the Regent of France, and with much 
support from the English. Indeed, when the 
University of Caen was inaugurated on 
October 20, 1439, the first rector was a 
scholar of the University of Oxford, by 
name, Michael Trevor. 

At that time the University, where there 
were special faculties for the study of theo- 
logy, the arts and medicine, as well as of 
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canon and civil law, had the approval of 
Pope Martin V.. But when Caen was occu- 
pied by the Protestants in 1562 it became 
an annexe to the Protestant Academy of 
Geneva. During the French Revolution the 
University suffered in many ways, and it 
was not until the early years of the 19th 
century that the faculties of law, science 
and letters were re-established. But the 
greatest blow of all fell on the night of 
July 7, 1944, when all the buildings were 
reduced to ruins by the intense bombard- 
ment which preceded the assault made by 
Canadians and other British troops. Imme- 
diately the Rector at that time, Monsieur 
Mazet, in spite of the fact that the physical 
home of the University had been obliterated 
in a night, and three-quarters of the city 
were in ruins, started to organise classes for 
students in the school attached to the 
“ Abbaye-aux-Hommes,” the famous church 
founded by William the Conqueror, so well 
known to British visitors. 


Plan for the Future 

While the war was still raging in Western 
Germany and the Far East, the city authori- 
ties and the Rector and his colleagues 
planned out the buildings of the future. It 
was a happy thought of the Speaker of the 
House of Commons to be present himself 
in 1949 on the day when the first stone of 
the first post-war University of Western 
Europe was laid. 

Those who visit the celebrations of the 
city’s recovery in August will be able to 
admire the broad boulevard which leads up 
to the ancient Castle of the Conqueror and 
will see in the background the sloping fields 
on which the new University is rising. Two 
French architects, M. Bernard, who won the 
“Grand Prix de Rome,” and M. Hur, are 
responsible for the plans for administrative 
buildings, and hostels for students. 


ESSEX, CAMBS AND HERTS 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


Exhibition by W. Essex Chapter 


TWENTY-TWO ARCHITECTS contributed ex- 
hibits to an architectural exhibition arranged 
by the West Essex Chapter of the Essex, 
Cambridge and Hertfordshire Society of 
Architects as part of the Festival Celebra- 
tions at Loughton, Essex, from July 21-28. 
The exhibition, held in a marquee, covered 
the work of the architect for housing, educa- 
tion, transport, recreation, churches, shops 
and public buildings, and included models, 
photographs and drawings of much recent 
local work. A panel explaining in concise 
terms the stages in the work of the architect 
was illustrated with amusing sketches which 
did not fail to draw the attention of the 
public. 


Chelmsford Chapter’s Visit 

THE Chelmsford Chapter of the Society, 
led by their chairman, Mr. D. Senior, 
F.R.1.B.A., recently paid a visit to Saffron 
Walden, where more than 40 members and 
friends were taken round the new secondary 
modern school by the architect, Mr. Richard 
Sheppard. 


BOOKS. RECEIVED 
HicH VICTORIAN DESIGN. By Nikolaus 
Pevsner. (London: Architectural Press.) 
Price 12s. 6d. 


VALUATION FOR COMPENSATION AND DE- 
VELOPMENT CHARGES SUPPLEMENT. By R. 
Collier. (London: Butterworth and Co. 
(Publishers), Ltd.) Price 15s. 6d., post free. 
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EXHIBITION OF 
STUDENTS’ WORK 
The Northem Polytechnic 
[By Our Special Representative] 
TPHE great virtue of the Northern Poly- 
technic Exhibition of Architectural 
Students’ Work has always been the clarity 
with-which it shows the line of development 
of teaching within the school. Too many 
school exhibitions rely upon a few brilliant 
students to create the standard—excellent in 
itself but not indicative of a general policy; 
the general policy and method of teaching 
should be openly ventilated. On this score 
the N.P. exhibition is entirely successful; 
from the early exercises in form, colour and 
basic construction to the final thesis, the 
thread or “plot line” can be clearly dis- 
tinguished. Five years of sound training is 
on view. The business of architecture is 
obviously taken seriously here—from the 
conception to the ultimate possibility of a 
“ live ” building. 


Some Outstanding Designs 


Of the thesis designs one or two are 
definitely outstanding. The Hotel at 
Shanklin, Isle of Wight, by David Waters, 
illustrates a brilliant sense on the part of 
the designer of the handling of spatial 
relationships. Here is three-dimensional 
design of high quality; facing the sea, the 
building immediately integrates itself into 
the seascape, and the problem of breaking 
down the cellular pattern and scale of the 
bedrooms to coalesce with the terraces and 
ballroom has been attacked with brio and 
imagination. The Isle of Wight’s nineteenth- 
century coastline, quite charming in its 
particular fashion, could well do with vital 
architecture of this sort. 


Weston Lewis, in his Rehabilitation 
Centre, has the vastly different problem of 
designing, not for gaiety but for the needs 
of the physically incapacitated. The condi- 
tions required a single-storey building with 
the restaurant and lounge as the hub of 
circulation; from this hub easy access had 
to be obtained to the sleeping and working 
quarters—a difficult problem, for length of 
communication had to be kept within 
reasonable limits. By judicious placing of 
the sleeping blocks and the clever courtyard 
planning of the work and exercise area a 
notable solution has been found; the thesis 
is very well presented. 


Mention should also be made of the 
Roman Catholic Church, by W. Shearman, a 
definite contribution to modern church archi- 
tecture; the lighting of the east end and the 
—_ of the chancel itself are particularly 
good. 


Fourth-year Subjects 


The three fourth-year subjects, a Con- 
valescent Home, an Arts Centre at Rich- 
mond, and a Furniture Store, showed good 
results. The Arts Centre in particular dis- 
played a meticulous standard of acoustical 
research. Anthony Sargent, this year’s 
Bronze Medal winner, has found capable 
solutions to all three projects; his Arts 
Centre especially shows a commendable 
awareness of its position on the bank of the 
Thames, a point not always resolved success- 
fully in the other schemes. 

Frankly, the third-year studio resembled 
something of a pot-pourri, but a very charm- 
ing one, and the balance was restored by 
some extremely impressive sets of working 
drawings. The houses (there were six dif- 
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ferent types of programme) appeared quite 
mature in conception, being soundly con- 
structed and generally avoiding any 
tendency to exhibitionism. Some classical 
study is done in this year; such work is 
rigorous but none the less useful for that, 
and one feels that the high standard of 
sketches displayed illustrated the good effects 
of freedom after the necessary discipline of 
the study of past culture. 


The early years, first and second, showed 
the student in the teething stage, but all 
were illustrative of lessons well learnt and 
paid tribute to the thoroughness of the 
teaching methods of the staff. 


The work of the Evening School must not 
go without mention. These keen students 
who work in offices during the day and 
attend classes at night lose some of the 
advantages of full-time tuition, yet their work 
is always impressive. Here again, the line 
of development can clearly be traced, and 
although the evening course is long, the final 
result is in no way overshadowed by the 
work of the Day School. 


SLUM CLEARANCE IN 
LONDON 
A Five-year Programme 
GREEMENT has been reached in prin- 
ciple between the London County 
Council and the Metropolitan Boroughs’ 
Standing Joint Committee on proposals for 
the general resumption of slum clearance in 
London as part of a co-ordinated plan for 
the provision of housing accommedation. A 
report by the council’s housing committee on 
these proposals was considered by the 
council at its meeting on July 31. 


Because of war damage and cessation of 
house building during .the war it was 
inevitable that first priority should be given 
after the war to the provision of new dwel- 
lings and to postpone the demolition of many 
buildings which otherwise would have been 
dealt with under slum clearance powers. 
Despite the continuing urgency of London’s 
rehousing problems, however, the time has 
arrived when some priority should be given 
to rehousing families at present living in the 
worst slum properties. 


On the basis of a survey by the borough 
councils of slum clearance problems in their 
boroughs, the L.C.C.’s housing committee 
have approved in principle the clearance 
during the next five years, in conjunction 
with the borough councils, of some.300 acres 
comprising over 10,000 houses, which are 
immediately representable as unfit for habi- 
tation. As well as demolishing slum houses, 
it will be necessary for the satisfactory re- 
development of the sites to clear some 
2,000 other properties, bringing the total 
number of dwellings affected to over 12,000. 
These proposals are in addition to the 
L.C.C.’s preliminary programme announced 
in March, 1949, for the clearance of about 
1,500 slum houses in priority areas in 
Stepney, Camberwell, Fulham, Bethnal 
Green and Southwark. It is estimated that 
the number of families needing to be re- 
housed from the total of slum properties 
and added dwellings to be cleared under 
both programmes will be about 20,000. 


Rate of Clearance 


The Minister of Local Government and 
Planning has approved the clearance of up 
to 3,000 houses a year during the next five 
years, subject to new dwellings provided for 
displaced families being regarded as part of 
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the total building allocations of the council 
and the metropolitan borough councils. 

Discussion with the standing joint 
committee and the individual borough 
councils are continuing with the object of 
reaching agreement on individual sites, 
clearance priorities and allocation ef actual 
clearance work as between the L.C.C. and 
the borough councils. Some borough 
councils will have difficulty in carrying out 
their share of the programme because of ° 
their inability to rehouse, within their 
respective boroughs, all the families dis- 
placed by their slum clearance activities. To 
help them to play their full part in the pro- 
gramme, the L.C.C.’s housing committee 
have decided to offer rehousing accommoda- 
tion to families nominated by borough 
councils from small areas of not more than 
ten houses cleared by the borough councils 
under the programme and in cases of real 
difficulty to consider on their merits applica- 
tions from the borough councils for assis- 
tance in rehousing families from _ larger 
clearance areas on the ‘basis of contributing 
up to 50 per cent., or even more in excep- 
tienal circumstances, of the additional 
rehousing necessary. This assistance to the 
borough councils will be separate from the 
existing arrangements under which 25 per 
cent. of the new dwellings constructed by the 
L.C.C. are allocated to families on the 
borough council waiting lists. 

The Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint 
Committee have already decided on behalf 
of their constituent councils to agree in prin- 
ciple to slum clearance in London being 
dealt with on the basis of 3,000 houses a 
year for the next five years and to accept 
the L.C.C.’s offer to help the borough 
councils in meeting their rehousing problems. 

The standing joint committee have also 
asked the borough councils te indicate 
approval of programme for the first of the 
five years without delay and to consider and 
discuss with the L.C.C.’s officers at an early 
date the general programme for 1952-55. 

Slum clearance schemes take time to ge! 
into their stride. From the date of “repre _ 
sentation ” as a clearance area, it is usually 
about 18 months before powers are con- 
firmed and acquisition and clearance can 
begin; but the local authorities will do 
everything in their power to step up slum 
clearance to the extent now proposed. 


DRY ROT AND WOODWORM 
EXHIBITION 
Closing Stages of Tour 

Durinc the closing stages of its tour the 
Dry Rot and Woodworm Exhibition spon- 
sored by D.S.LR. will visit the following 
places. Reading, September 12-20, The Art 
Gallery (open 10-7 p.m.); Croydon, Septem- 
ber 27-October 5, The Council Chambers 
(11-8 p.m.);. Kingston, October 10-18, The 
Guildhall (11-8 p.m.); Chatham, October 24- 
30, The Town Hall (11-8 p.m.); Ilford, 
November 7-15, Seven Kings Library (11-8 
p.m.); Hitchin, November 26-December 4, 
The Town Hall (11-8 p.m.) 

The object of this exhibition is to help 
everyone to identify and deal with various 
enemies of household timber and woodwork. 
Its primary aim is to inform architects, sur- 
veyors and builders, but the information is 
also of great interest to householders. 


Tower to be Open on Sundays 

From now until September 30 inclusive the 
Tower of London will be open to the public 
every Sunday afternoon from 2 to 6 p.m. 
Normal admission fees will be charged. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Productivity Teams 

QN July 24, Mr. Gipson asked the 

Minister of Works whether he would 
now make a statement as to the progress 
made in applying the recommendations of 
the productivity reports made by the various 
working parties which visited America and 
produced the reports which had been issued 
in this country; and, in particular, whether 
any of the recommendations in the report 
on the building industry had been adopted. 


Mr. Brown said that responsibility for 
sending. Productivity Teams to the United 
States and for making use of their reports 
rested with the Anglo-American Council on 
Productivity, which was an _ independent 
body representing both sides of industry. 
The only Productivity Team Report which 
affected his Department was that on build- 
ing. A great deal had been done to imple- 
ment its recommendations, which were con- 
sidered in detail, together with those of the 
Building Industry Working Party, by the 
National Consultative Council at a series 
of meetings last year. 


Scottish Housing 


In a reference during the debate on July 3 
to the £1,000 house competition organised 
by The Builder, Mr. McNem (Secretary of 
State for Scotland) said that his experts were 
working on various ideas arising from that 
competition, and a low-cost house had now 
been designed to demonstrate that the 
overall area can be reduced without any 
loss of convenience and without any restric- 
tion of public health standards. 


«+ This design is illustrated on page 154.— 


Improvement Grants 


On July 24, Mr. Dicsy asked the Minis- 
ter of Local Government and Planning 
whether, having regard to the fact that 
there were many small local building firms 
not equipped to undertake new housing 
contracts but which were well qualified to 
undertake the reconditioning of existing 
buildings, he would consider abolishing the 
£600 maximum and the need for licensing 
work for which a local’ authority had 
approved an improvement grant. 


Mr. LINDGREN (Parliamentary Secretary) 
replied in the negative. He said the reten- 
tion of local quotas for licensing was 
essential to best use of national buidding 
resources, but the Minister was prepared 
to consider exceptionally an application 
from a local authority even though the 
estimated cost of the works exceeded £600. 
To increase the £600 maximum would 
require legislation. The Minister had 
repeatedly stated that he was prepared to 
consider allocations to particular local 
authorities in the light of their performance. 


Price of Houses 


On July 24, Mr. Russett asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning why he would not amend Section 43 
of the Housing Act, 1949, so as to allow 
the permitted selling price of houses built 
under private licence to be increased in 
proportion to the rise in the cost of building. 


Mr. LINDGREN, who replied, said the 
answer was because this would lead to pro- 
fiteering through the sale of houses for more 
than they cost. 
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New Towns 


Mr. DALton, replying on July 23 to a 
question by Mr. Orr-Ewina, said that the 
table below gave the numbers of men 
engaged on house construction and asso- 
ciated site development for Development 
Corporations in New Towns on the last pay 
days of December, 1950, March, 1951, and 
June, 1951. The figures did not include 
labour engaged on G.P.O., gas and elec- 
tricity services. 

New Town. Dec.,1950. Mar.,1951. June, 1951. 

381 543 


Aycliffe 7 295 
Basildon ~ 73 79 308 





Bracknell on 12 23 56 
Corby ae — — — 
Crawley we 488 559 821 
Cwmbran i a — 22 
Harlow se 589 759 887 
Hatfield = 64 118 135 
Hemel Hempstead 500 737 939 
Peterlee one 129 290 395 
Stevenage ioe 294 589 1,081 
Welwyn pre 157 177 245 
Total ee | 3,712 5,432 


Prefabricated Houses 


On July 23, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
if he would give a list of all the types of 
temporary prefabricated houses authorised 
by his Department. 

Mr. DALTON said the list was as follows: 
Aluminium, American, Arcon, Orlit, Phoenix, 
Spooner, Tarran, Uni-Seco and Universal. 


Government Offices 


Mr. Brown, replying on July 23 to a 
question by Mr. Bossom, said that since 
1945 the Government had erected for use 
by its staff in the London area 14 offices 
which provide 1,100,000 sq. ft. of accom- 
modation at a cost of £3,250,000. Private 
developers have built and leased to the 
Government 21 offices providing 1,300,000 
sq. ft. at a capital cost of about £4,800,000. 
Offices in course of construction consisted 
of 16 with a total area of 900,000 sq. ft. 
by the Government, and 19 with a total area 
of 1,100,000 sq. ft. by private developers 
for lease to the Government. Total expendi- 
ture on these offices to the end of June, 
1951, amounted to about £3,300,000 and 
£4,150,000 respectively. 


Scottish Affairs 

On July 26, Mr. HAMILTON asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland whether he 
had approved the proposal, commended in 
a recent report of the Scottish Housing 
Advisory Committee, to set up a Scottish 
body to advise him on the construction of 
non-traditional houses. 

Mr. MCNeEt said he had appointed a 
Scottish Examination Panel, whose task 
would be: “To examine plans and specifi- 
cations, referred to the Panel by the Secre- 
tary of State, for the construction of houses 
in Scotland by new methods or materials 
and to advise him whether the method of 
construction, the materials and the specifica- 
tions generally are suitable for permanent 
local authority housing in Scotland.” 

He had appointed Mr. Lockhart W. 
Hutson, Past President of the Royal Incor- 
poration of Architects in Scotland, as 
Chairman of the Panel. The other mem- 
bers were: Messrs. J. A. Bent, Assistant 
General Manager, Scottish Special Housing 
Association, Ltd.; T. Bertram, County Archi- 
tect, Midlothian C.C.; Robert Boyd, Provost 
of Greenock; Joseph L. Gleave, F.R.I.B.A.; 
and James A. F. Morrison, J.P., City 
Quantity Surveyor, Dundee. 





August 3 1951 


L.C.C. AND FESTIVAL 


Festival Hall to Cost Over £2m. 


‘N account of the London County Coun- 
cil’s activities in connection with the 
Festival of Britain was given in the report 
of the General Purposes Committee, which 
was presented to the Council at their meet- 
ing last Tuesday. ; 
The construction of the River Wall on the 
South bank, which was undertaken by 
Richard Costain, Ltd., was finished in 
October, 1950, three months ahead of 
schedule, states the report. Its estimated 
cost is £400,000. 

On the Royal Festival Hall, the report 
states that a claim will be made against the 
Festival Office in respect of that part of the 
cost of the building, including the cost of 
interrupting the contractor’s work during the 
Festival, which can fairly be attributed to the 
special measures needed to ensure that the 
Hall was available for use by May of this 
year. The estimated cost of the complete 
building is about £2,152,000. 

Reporting on the various road improve- 
ment schemes which had been carried out 
for the Festival, the committee mention the 
two York-road roundabouts which, although 
they do not correspond entirely with the 
Council’s long-term estimate of what is 
needed, do represent a considerable improve- 
ment. : 

The Council, states the report, will eventu- 
ally take over the tea pavilion and the con- 
cert pavilion at the Festival Gardens, Batter- 
sea, both of which are of permanent construc- 
tion, and has agreed to meet the cost of erect- 
ing and equipping these two buildings up to 
an amount of £35,540. 

Work on laying out the first eight acres 
of King George’s Field, Stepney, is now well 
in hand, and a new open space at Lansbury 
has been completed. 

Referring to a heat pump which has been 
installed by the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
in an arch under Charing Cross railway via- 
duct as an experimental exhibit at the central 
exhibition of the Festival, the committee say 
that the Council has agreed, on suitable 
conditions, to take heat from this pump to 
provide part of the heating of the Royal 
Festival Hall, and also to take chilled water 
for the partial cooling of the Hall in hot 
weather. 

On the subject of the South Bank, the 
report states that the conditions of occupa- 
tion do not provide for payment of rent in 
respect of the use of the site by the Festival 
authorities, but the Council has stipulated that 
it must be reimbursed for any out-of-pocket 
expenses and has reserved to itself the right 
to claim compensation for any loss of rents 
it may suffer because of the protracted period 
between the demolition of the old properties 
and permanent redevelopment. The Council 
is, moreover, looking to the Ministry of 
Works for payment of rent in respect of 
the parts of the site which are leased to it. 

The cost of the river landing stages (exclud- 
ing the cost of maintenance and removal 
and any necessary reinstatement of property, 
which when known will be the subject of a 
claim for reimbursement), is estimated at 
£125,000, which the Ministry of Transport, 
the Festival Office and Festival Gardens, 
Ltd., have undertaken to reimburse to the 
Council. 

The Council was responsible for the sub- 
structure work of the Bailey Bridge which 
is estimated to cost £101,000. The whole of 
this expenditure is reimbursable by the Min- 
istry of Transport. The cost of removing 
the bridge when known will be the subject 
of a claim for reimbursement. 
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BUILDING TEACHERS 


Summer Course at Cranfield 


THE Building Teachers’ Summer Course, 

organised by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, was held at the College of Aeronautics, 
Cranfield, from July 6-14, The course was 
under the direction of Mr. J. R. Newman- 
Booth, H.M.I., with the assistance of Mr. 
J. B. M. Hay, M.C., H.M.IL., Staff Inspector 
for Building, who acted as Senior Tutor, and 
H.M.I.s Messrs. J. Addison, W. A. S. 
Cormack and Olney. Exactly one hundred 
teachers attended, of whom six were from 
Scotland, one from Northern Ireland and 
the remainder from England and Wales. 

The inaugural meeting was held in the 
Assembly Hall of the College on the Friday 
evening, July 6, and after Mr. Hay had wel- 
comed the members of the course on behalf 
of the Ministry of Education, he introduced 
Mr. Geoffrey O. Swayne, F.1.0.B., represent- 
ing the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, who gave the opening 
address. Mr. Swayne dealt with the needs 
of the building industry at the present time, 
and related his remarks to the educational 
provisions made in technical colleges under 
the National Diploma and _ Certificate 
Schemes in building and the Building Craft 
Examinations schemes of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute. 

The course then divided into two sections, 
44 of the teachers attending lectures and 
discussions arranged by Mr. Addison in sub- 
jects of the advanced building course for the 
Higher National Certificate, and 56 teachers 
attending lectures and discussions arranged 
by Mr. Cormack on building craft subjects. 


Advanced Building Section 


On the Saturday morning, Mr. Addison 
gave a lecture on the history of building, 
with particular reference to the content of 
the syllabus in relation to the needs of the 
building students at this stage. This was 
ollowed in the afternoon by a lecture by 
net J. M. Scott, B.Arch, F.R.I.B.A., in which 
- considered the presentation of this sub- 
vat Both lectures evoked a full and lively 

cussion. 
je an Monday this section of the course 

jit with structures, the morning session 
‘ng devoted to a lecture on light structural 
»ys by Mr. N. W. Johnson, F.LA.A., 
S.A., by arrangement with the Alu- 
ium Development Association, which 
illustrated by a number of films, whilst 

D the afternoon Mr. T. L. Morgan, M.Sc., 
rm. am Inst.C.E., lectured on the theory of 
pe h tures with particular reference to the 
- Rique of teaching this subject. The 
QUEStions which arose from the discussions 
WhICh followed ‘were competently dealt with 

ythe lecturers. 
visits to the College laboratories were 
<anged for this section of the course on the 

wrnings of Tuesday and Thursday, and on 

.e afternoons of those days the subjects of 
uilders’ quantities, ae > and estima- 
/28 were considered. Mr. A. Milne, 

1.0.B., gave the lecture on scouts and 
~ountancy on Tuesday afternoon, and Mr. 
thur J. Willis, F.R.1.C.S., spoke on 
F ilders’ quantities on Thursday afternoon. 

gull use was made of the discussion periods 

Which followed both these lectures. 

4 The whole of Friday was devoted to organi- 
»ation and management, Mr. T. J. Ford giving 
‘letails and an explanation of a suggested 
syllabus for this subject, which was followed 
by Mr. D. A. G. Reid, B.Sc. (Eng.), M.LCE., 
Principal of the Brixton School of Building, 
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and Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, F.1.0.B., 
whe explained the organisation of this sub- 
ject in the colleges and the réquirements of 
the building industry respectively. “A lively 
discussion ensued and the lecturers were 
called upon to answer a wide range of 
questions. 

Building Crafts Section 

On the morning of Saturday, July 7, Mr. 
Hay. gave a lecture on the organisation of 
building craft courses, which was followed 
in the afternoon by a lecture on craft calcu- 
lations presented by Mr. W. Hatton, B.Sc. 
Interesting debates followed. 

On Monday the lecture given by Mr. Reid 
was followed by explanations and demonstra- 
tions of a large variety of experiments suit- 
able for craft students in carpentry and 
joinery, plumbing, brickwork and plastering, 
and also for similar work in the preliminary 
building courses by Mr. A. W. Nobbs, B.Sc., 
and Mr. F. T. West, A.I.Struct.E.,-of the 
Southampton Technical College. 

A further visit was paid to the laboratories 
for this experimental work on the Tuesday 
morning. The members of the course found 
the whole of this work particularly valuable, 
and full use was made of the period for dis- 
cussion after the lecture and during the visit 
to the laboratories to discuss the experimental 
approach to this work and the method of 
producing certain additional apparatus in the 
college workshops. This section of the 
course visited the College of Aeronautics 
laboratories on the afternoons of Tuesday 
and Thursday. _Mr. W. M. Macqueen gave 
a lecture on the principles of teaching craft 
subjects on Tuesday evening, which was 
followed by a full and interesting discussion. 
The remaining periods on Thursday and Fri- 
day were given up to the main craft subjects 
of plumbing, carpentry and joinery and brick- 
work, the lectures being given by Mr. C. J. 
Nash, F.R.San.I., Mr. H. Hardy-and Mr. 
G. A. F. Clarke respectively. The discussion 
periods which followed each of these lectures 
and the general discussion held on the Friday 
afternoon were marked by noteworthy and 
enthusiastic contributions by the members of 
the course. 

Both sections of the course spent the 
morning and afternoon of Wednesday on a 
visit to Cambridge, which included visits to 
the various colleges.. This was followed by 
a lecture in the evening given by Mr. O. R. 
Colbert, M.R.San.I., on mechanical aids and 
films in the teaching of building subjects. 

Mr. H. J. Shelley, O.B.E., H.M.1., Chief 
Inspector for Technical, Commercial and Art 
Education, and Dr. H. H. Burness.’ C.B.E., 
Assistant Secretary. Ministry of Education, 
visited the course on Friday afternoon and 
evening, and were present at the final meeting 
on Saturday morning. Other visitors to the 
course were Mr. J. C. Cox, O.B.E., Secretary 
of the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council; Mr. T. Williams, H.M.I.; Mr. N. 
McKee, of the Eastern Region, Ministry of 
Works; and Mr. A. G. Day, of the B.R.S. 


End-of-Course Dinner 

The end-of-course dinner was held on the 
Friday evening, at which the Principal of the 
College of Aeronautics, Mr. E. F. Relf, 
C.B.E., F.R.S., F.R.Ae.S., heads of depart- 
ments and teaching and administrative staff 
of the College were guests. The Chairman, 
Mr. J. B. M. Hay, expressed the thanks of 
the members of the course, the visitors and 
staff to the College authorities for the kind- 
ness and consideration which had been 
shown to them, both individually and collec- 
tively, and for the co-operation that had been 
extended to his colleagues and himself in 


the organisation ofthe course. The Princi- 
pal of the College responded suitably and 
mentioned that, in view of his impending 
retirement, this would be the last occasion 
he would have of welcoming the Course. 

At the final meeting, which was held on 
Saturday, July 14, Mr. Hay summarised the 
work of the course and explained in detail 
changes which had taken place recently in 
the schemes for Ordinary and Higher 
National Diplomas and Certificates in Build- 
ing. Mr. J. C. Stalley responded. 


Presentation to Mr. Alfred Emms 


A pleasing ceremony took place on the 
evening of July 20 in the board room of the 
Northern Polytechnic when an_ inscribed 
silver salver was presented to Mr. Alfred 
Emms, the first Honorary Secretary of the 
Building Teachers’ Conference. Mr. Emms 
is leaving England to take up the appoint- 
ment of Superintendent of Technical Educa- 
tion for Tanganyika. 

In presenting the salver, Mr. T. E. Scott, 
C.B.E., F.R.L.B.A., President, paid tribute to 
the work done by Mr. Emms in organising 
meetings and discussions since the formation 
of the Conference. Mr. Scott was supported 
in his remarks by Mr. D. A. G. Reid, B.Sc., 
A.M.LC.E., Principal of the Brixton School 
of Building. A number of members attended 
the presentation in order to wish Mr. Emms 
bon voyage and a successful career in East 
Africa. 

The next meeting of the Conference will 
be on November 17, and communications 
should be addressed to Mr. John Lloyd (act- 
ing secretary), The Technical College, 
Gravesend, Kent. 


B.A.T.C. SCHOLARSHIPS 
Reception at M.o.W. 


A RECEPTION was held, on July 25, at 
Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, 
to enable donors of B.A.T.C. scholarships— 
City Companies, Federations of building 
industry employers and operatives, and 
representatives of the Council—to meet the 
apprentices who had received awards under 
the national scholarship scheme. 

Lord Morrison, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry, welcomed the guests. He was 

accompanied by Ministry representatives, in- 

cluding Mr. H. H. Montgomerie, C.B., 
O.BE., Under-Secretary. Sir George Gater, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B., D.S.O., chairman of the 
Building Apprenticeship and _ Training 
Council, and Sir Graham Savage, C.B., 
chairman of the B.A.T.C. Educational and 
Welfare Committee, were also present. 
Representatives of the Worshipful Company 
of Tylers and Bricklayers, the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry, the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, and _ the 
South Wales Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, were among the guests. 
Eleven B.A.T.C. scholars, now on vaca- 
tion from university or college, were 
able to meet the scholarship donors and 
discuss problems concerning their present 
studies and future careers. 

Of the 25 scholars who have received 
awards to date, four have obtained degrees _ 
in building science and three have gained 
Higher National Diplomas; ten are still 
undergoing training, eight at Cardiff Univer- 
sity, two at technical colleges; two awards 
have been deferred while holders do their 
military service. The remaining six are this 
year’s winners who commence their studies 
in the autumn. 








IRON AND STEEL 
Returns Needed for AHocation Scheme 


Tue Minister of Supply (Mr. George R. 
Strauss) has made an Order calling for 
returns of iron and steel consumed during 
the first half of 1951, corresponding stocks, 
and estimated requirements for the following 
nine months. 

The object is to collect information on 
which the allocation of steel can be based. 
Allocation schemes will be introduced as 
soon as possible for alloy steel and for all 
other steel—including sheet steel and tinplate, 
which are already allocated. The Order 
calls for two returns. 

Return “ A” is required if an undertaking 
consumed 25 tons or more of non-alloy iron 
and steel in the half year. A separate 
return is needed of all the iron and steel, 
including alloy iron and steel, consumed and 
held in stock in each of the undertaking’s 
works and stockyards. 

Return “ B ” is required if an undertaking 
consumed either 5 tons of alloy iron and 
steel or 1,000 lb. of high speed steel in the 
half year. A separate return is needed of 
all the alloy iron and steel, including high 
speed steel, consumed and held in stock at 
each of the undertaking’s works and stock- 
yards. 

Returns are not required from works using 
iron and steel only for the main processes 
of iron and steel manufacture ;'for iron cast- 
ings other than alloy iron castings; 
or from scrap merchants, stockholding 
or distributing merchants; or from ware- 
housemen. 

All returns must be made in duplicate, 
not later than August 22, 1951, on official 
copies of the Forms “ A” and “B” set out 
in the Second Schedule to the Order. Copies 
of these forms are being sent direct to all 
steel-using firms whose names and addresses 
are known. 

Firms which have not received copies by 
August 8, 1951, must write immediately to 
the appropriate Regional Controller, Min- 
istry of Supply, who will send forms at once. 
Making the returns is a statutory obligation. 

Copies of the Order—the Iron and Steel 
Utilisation (Information) Order, 1951—are 
now on sale at H.M. Stationery Offices. 


PLASTERBOARD PRICES 
Government’s Action Criticised 


SOME additional remarks regarding the 

restriction upon prices imposed by the 
Government were made by Lord Belper, 
chairman of the British Plaster Board, Ltd., 
at their annual general meeting held on July 
26. 

“The Government,” he _ said, “has 
decided to reimpose statutory control of the 
prices of gypsum, building plasters and 
plasterboard; this has been done in spite of 
the rejection of one of the Orders by a 
majority of 16 in the House of Commons 
and the rejection of the other two without 
a vote. Apart from restricting our potential 
earnings on the risk of capital employed to 
unfairly low levels, this decision has brought 
into prominence the need for action on a 
national scale over two matters of impor- 
tance to our British way of life, namely, a 
right of appeal against dictatorial decisions 
made under the Defence Regulations and the 
achievement of a higher standard of living. 

“Presumably, as members of a demo- 
cratic society, we should put the highest value 
of all upon the liberty of the individual 
within a framework of law, which must 
surely be the same for all, recognising that 
30 one man or group of men should have 
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dictatorial rights overriding any rights of 


appeal. This conception of democracy 
appears to be denied, so far as industry is 
concerned- and of which our group is an 
example, by the present actions of the 
Government. 

“It is also vitally important that the 
standard of living of the community shall be 
as high as possible. To attain a high stan- 
dard of living, it is surely essential that the 
best efforts of every member of the com- 
munity should be encouraged and that a 
Government which sets itself the objective 
of an improvement in the standards of the 
community, should direct its main endea- 
vours to the elimination of waste and the 
encouragement -of efficiency. The Govern- 
ment’s present actions are in direct opposi- 
tion to the attainment of such laudable 
objectives.” 


THE SOFTWOOD POSITION 
[From a Correspondent] 


SOFTWOOD IMpPoRTS for the first half of 
this year exceed 562,000 standards, com- 
pared with 204,000 standards in the first half 
of last year. Contracts made by timber and 
private importers for this year now exceed 
1,750,000 standards. Out of the Timber 
Control contracts a proportion of the 
Canadian softwood will go into an emer- 
gency reserve stock. It is expected that 
250,000 standards will be allocated to this 
stock this year. 

Arrangements have now been made for 
Russia to send 128,000 standards of d.b.b. 
this year through Timber Control. Prices 
are based on £76 a standard f.o.b. for red- 
wood, and £2 a standard less on whitewood. 
Taking into account the increased freight 
costs from Russia, this should put the 
Russian wood on a price level with similar 
timber from Sweden and Finland, and a little 
below the price now being paid by private 
importers. 

A new contract for 60,000 standards of 
whitewood from Yugoslavia has been signed 
by Timber Control. Prices have been based 
on £87 10s. a standard for 7-in. material 
landed in this country. This shows a fall 
on present softwood prices being charged 
by the merchants, and the Timber Control 
will probably drop its reselling price to the 
trade on Yugoslav whitewood soon. Prices 
of Canadian timber to the trade may rise 
shortly. 

Hardwood imports are falling this year, 
and prices are likely to rise in September or 
later in the year. Importers cannot find the 
necessary supplies this year, mainly because 
of the failure of the French market to get 
export licences. Freight rates from Africa 
are increased again in August, and prices of 
mahogany, obechi, wawa, etc., will un- 
doubtedly go up. Supplies of mahogany are 
falling. 


COUNCIL HOUSES ON SEA FRONT 
Minister’s Consent to Barmouth Scheme 


A SCHEME to build council houses on land 
on the sea front at Barmouth has been 
approved by the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, who has given consent 
to a compulsory purchase order for the land 
in question. The order was opposed by 
landowners, but the chairman of Barmouth 
Housing Committee (Councillor D. Roberts) 
said the decision was the best news received 
in Barmouth for many years. 

It is proposed to build 72 houses on the 
land on the sea front, to plans by the 
Council’s Surveyor, and it was stated that 
that was the only suitable site. 
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RESALE PRICE MAINTENANCE 
Board of Trade Invite Information About 
Special Cases 


TRADE ASSOCIATIONS and firms who have 
evidence of special circumstances in their 
industries which they would like the Govern- 
ment to consider before introducing the 
proposed legislation on Resale Price Main- 
tenance are being asked to write to the 
Board of Trade. 

Paragraph 43 of the White Paper on 
Resale Price Maintenance (Cmd. 8274, pub- 
lished June 19, 1951) stated: “ Generally 
speaking the Government considers that this 
legislation should have effect over the whole 
of industry and trade; but in drafting the 
legislation the Government will take account 
of any cases where it may be established 
that exceptional conditions would render the 
operation of the proposed provisions unwork- 
able or undesirable in the public interest.” 
Speaking in London on the same day the 
President of the Board of Trade indicated 
that before finally drawing up the legislation 
the Board would consult with trade associa- 
tions regarding the application of the general 
policy announced in the White Paper to par- 
ticular trades and that any special circum- 
stances which the associations might wish to 
bring to the notice of the Board would be 
considered. 

The Board of Trade are already in contact 
with certain trade associations dealing in 
goods to which special considerations of this 
kind may apply. These goods include books, 
petrol, building materials and certain tech- 
nical goods, such as motor-cars, radio and 
television and other electrical goods, the dis- 
tribution of which frequently involves some 
provision of “ after-sales” service. 

In announcing that they are prepared to 
consider evidence in respect of any other 
trades where it is thought that exceptional 
conditions obtain, the Board’s aim is not to 
obtain statements of or comment upon the 
general arguments in favour of or against the 
practice of resale price maintenance, since 
these arguments are already known to t hg 
Board. The information which is no*% 
sought concerns special features or cond” 
tions in particular industries and trades | 
reason of which some special consequen*© 
or difficulty might be thought likely , 
follow from legislation giving effect to 1 
White Paper proposals. 

Evidence should be sent in writing (te 
copies would be appreciated) to the ing (ane 
Secretary, Board of Trade, I.M.1.A Divisi°™ 
Thames House (N), Millbank, S.W.1. 


C.U.J.C. ANNUAL REPORT 


ON THE SUBJECT of smokeless zones, ‘M® 
annual report of the Coal Utilisation sa 
Council points out that of the total anna 
domestic consumption of 35 million tons ® 
solid fuel, only six million tons were a 
present smokeless fuel, and production - f 
the latter was unlikely ever to increase su‘ 
ficiently to enable the bituminous coal “at 
present used in the home to be replaced’ 
The Council believed that the only practic. 
able solution to the problem was the pro 
gressive development of appliances capat“ A 
of burning bituminous coal with less at’ 
less smoke. 

They considered that if the present 
limited supplies of solid smokeless fuel were 
to be used to the best advantage in the 
interests of smoke abatement, it would be 
better if the declaration of smokeless zones 


could be confined to new towns or redevelop-. 


ment areas, which can from the start be 
equipped with suitable appliances. 
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L.M.B.A. INFORMATION CENTRE 
Results of Six Months’ Work 


RESULTS of the first six months’ working 

of the technical information service 
set up by the L.M.B.A. at the beginning of 
the year are regarded by both the L.M.B.A. 
and by the Technical Information Officer, 
Mr. E. G. Dean, of the Ministry of Works, 
as highly gratifying. 

Describing the service at one of the 
L.M.B.A. area meetings—he has now visited 
all the areas—Mr. DEAN said that many 
people thought research establishments were 
full of elderly scientists working in labora- 
tories cooking up highly coloured concoc- 
tions in weird-shaped glass flasks or twisting 
the knobs of elaborate pieces of electrical 
equipment with red sparks and blue flashes 
emanating from it. That was not so. If 
people were to visit a research establishment 
engaged on building problems they would 
find that the people working there had a very 
practical approach to the investigations with 
which they were concerned. They were 
scientists, architects, engineers, and what was 
most important, builders. 

There are many builders working on re- 
search, particularly research into building 
operations, said Mr. Dean, and these men 
have served for a long time in the industry. 
Some have been craftsmen; others have been 
responsible for the management side. And 
these people have brought into the research 
establishments many years of precisely the 
same job that builders are doing now. Mr. 
Dean said he welcomed any technical in- 
quiries on all aspects of building. He pre- 
ferred inquiries to be made in writing, but 
would always receive them over the tele- 
phone. He instanced a few typical inquiries 
from people seeking information. One was 
concerned with efflorescence, another with 
substitutes for timber scaffold boards, a third 
sought information on the external use of a 
certain type of hardboard, and another 
wanted information on the characteristics 
and working qualities of ene of the lesser- 
known Colonial medium hardwoods. 

Mr. Dean said-that he would like mem- 
‘bers to regard him as a person able. to give 
some help and advice on a large range of 
simple and fairly straightforward matters, 
who would know where to take a problem 
‘when it was one needing specialist advice 
and help. 


DIRECT LABOUR 


Wolverhampton Reports £12,000 
Savings 

SAVINGS totalling £12,332 on the contrac- 
tual costs of housing contracts carried out 
by the Wolverhampton Corporation Public 
Works Department are claimed in the annual 
report of the Borough Engineer for the year 
ended March 31, 195%. 

Since its inception. in’ .1947. the Direct 
Labour Department has undertaken eight 
separate housing, contracts involving con- 
struction of 538 dwellings at a total estima- 
ted cost of £628,084; states the report. In 
addition, 18 houses.left. uncompleted by a 
private builder were completed by the deépart-’ 


ment at a.cost of approximately £4,510. On. 


a further contract -which involves the con-' 
struction of 94 flats at Warstones Drive,; 
the report mentions that the department: for 
the first time undertook the Construction of: 
its own road and sewer works which. have. 
since been completed. eG * 

The incentive ..bonus. system, now in. its 
fourth year of application, ‘is referred: to as 
“‘continuing to run smoothly and satisfac- 
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torily; not only has output been maintained 
but there has in fact been’ a contractual 
reduction in man hours per house on succeed- 
ing contracts.” In the last contracts the 
figure of 2,000 man hours per house was 
approximately to the level of pre-war output. 

The report records the annual turnover of 
the department as £297,939, a reduction on 


the ‘previous year of £8,540, the main con-. 


tributory factor for which was the extremely 
inclement weather of last winter. The aver- 
age number of men (including apprentices) 
employed in the department during the year 
was 434, of whom 112 were employed on 
direct labour with the balance employed on 
housing, education, maintenance, etc. Appren- 
tices total 54, compared with 59 of the 
previous year. Apprentices are enabled to 
purchase a complete set of tools on hire 
purchase terms through the Corporation. 

The return of waste material to the depots 
for salvage brought in a revenue of £1,123. 
The average total cost per house for paint- 
ing during the year amounted to £9 8s. 

The costing system which was devised in 
collaboration with the Borough Treasurer 
and which has been operated by the Treas- 
urer since the inception of the Direct Build- 
ing Department, is referred to as being of 
considerable service to the department in 
enabling a careful check to be maintained on 
progress and costs of work. On-cost returns 
show an increase in salaries, wages and super- 
annuation pay together with increased 
holiday pay, sick pay, allowances fer walk- 
ing time, for the guaranteed week and for 
protective clothing. 

The report concludes with a tribute to the 
high standard of service rendered by the 
employees of the department and their appre- 
ciation of the canteen and ablutions facilities 
established at all depots and on the building 
sites; the operatives themselves have also con- 
tributed to and administered their own volun- 
tary welfare fund. 


SERVICE COTTAGES 
Landowners’ Statement 


THE Country Landowners’ Association 
informs us that it has noted the statement 
recently made by the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning that the Govern- 
ment intends to abolish the system of cottage 
certificates for agriculture. According to 
Press reports, the Minster has offered to make 
good any resulting shortage of cottages for 
farm workers by a special personal dispensa- 
tion of permits in rural areas to build free 
cottages. But the various processes of per- 
mits and of building take many months, and 
meanwhile the Government’s proposed action 
is likely to lead to widespread inconvenience 
and the dislocation ‘of farming enterprise. 

Owners of agricultural land in urgent need 
of workers on their farms must very natur- 
ally hesitate at a time of very high building 
costs to tie up capital and to pay loan charges 
for about 50 years on cottages over the future 
occupation of which they have no control. 
If the occupier changes his employment and 
remains in the cottage, that accommodation 
is a dead loss so far as the farm is concerned: 
More urban workers than ever are now occu- 
pying “dormitory ” houses in villages; what 
is wanted is more houses for them and for 
the rural population. 

It would be interesting to know (thé 
Association’s statement adds) whether the 
Ministe has consulted the local authorities 
in connection with his proposed ex gratia 


' allowance of building permits for private cot- 


tages to replace those liable-to be lost to’agri- 
culture through the abolition of the certificate 
procedure. Such an allocation seems likély 
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to cut arbitrarily across local authorities’ 
building plans. The fact that Mr. Dalton 
has this permit allocation in reserve gives 
grounds for suspicion that the Government’s 
housing programme is being manipulated on 
party lines. 

The abolition of the cottage ceftificate 
raises the interesting question of Government 
policy as regards their own “tied ” cottages 
for the state farms and national forests. In 
order to be consistent, do they propose to use 
the taxpayers’ money henceforth to build 
free cottages which may cease to be occupied 
by their own employees and consequently 
require replacement at frequent intervals? 
asks the Association. 


“ MOBILE ” LICENCES 


A Birmingham Test Case 

A TEST CASE, aimed at increasing the 
number of “ mobile” licences issued by the 
Birmingham City Council has been placed 
before Mr. Hugh Dalton, the Minister of 
Local Government and Planning. 

Based on the experience of Mr. A. E. 
Lissaman, an inhabitant of Erdington, who 
has been refused a “ mobile ” licence by the 
City Council, the case has been put to the 
Minister by Mr. Julius Silverman, M.P. for 
Erdington, at the request of Mr. I. Dawes, a 
member of the City Council. 

Six months ago, Mr. Lissaman offered to 
exchange his four-bedroomed house in 
Erdington at a profitless price for a licence 
to build a house at Walmley, Sutton Cold- 
field. The offer has been repeatedly turned 
down despite two attempts by Mr. Dawes 
and one by Mr. Silverman to persuade the 
Birmingham House Building Committee to 
change its mind. 

Mr. Silverman has appealed to the 
Minister in the hope of persuading him that 
because of the acute shortage of building 
land within the city boundaries, the council’s 
policy of issuing “mobile” licences for 
building outside Birmingham only in excep- 
tional cases, should be changed. 

Mr. Silverman thinks that Birmingham is 
one of the places that should encourage its 
citizens to build outside the city. 


PLUMBING APPRENTICESHIP 
Council Minutes 


THE Plumbing Trades National Appren- 
ticeship Council held a meeting on June 4, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. D. A. G. 
Reid. 

Mr. R. J. AupReEy, on the question of 
attendance of apprentices at evening classes, 
stated that frequently employers were called 
upon to allow time off with pay to enable 
apprentices to attend evening classes. There 
was some doubt as to the justification for 
the apprentices receiving this facility. It 
was agreed that this appeared to be an in- 
dustrial question concerning wages and there- 
fore should be referred to the N.J.1.C. for the 
Plumbing Trade. 

Mr. G. H. Harris and Mr. H. BLACKMAN 
reported on the matters which had been dealt 
with -by the B.A.T.C., among which were 
the proposed changes in administration, and 
the. desire on the part of the Ministry to 
effect certain economies. It was noted that 
the intake of plumbing apprentices was being 
maintained and in fact it was possible that 
the plumbing trade might get out of balance 
with other crafts which were not recruiting 
the number. of apprentices required to main- 
tain'a balanced industry. 

,,It was reported that a total of 1,444 
apprentices’ were -still-in training and that 
1,448 had completed training. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large: quantities of materials at works, at London sta’ 


tions, or site, in London area asstated. Prices 
to the exceptional circumstances which 





















for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will, of course, be higher. Owing 
prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 
BRICKS, Etc. CEMENT. PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 

: i. ae see Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board, #in. thick, 600 yds. 
pan et tee elm BG See aria Pra GemenCrosace, © * % | and over in one delivery 2/48 sa. yt. tla 
Mi ane Ler ny Stocks os Set ee H 1 : 6-ton loads and upwards site ......... perton 413 9 | apr bape pel z and wide, vit sq.¥6. 

All loaded free into + orry tnwets. ‘The question 1- to 6-tons site (including non-returnable ‘ 9 Carriage paid to site. 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be paper bags or jute sacks) ......... eapatigoee 18 
obtained from jobto job. yes: x “ Ferrocrete”” Rapid Hardening Cement SAND. 

. . At Maiden We Sites in at 6-ton loads and upwards site .........+++ 419 9 D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 

-in. Nominal Lane Stn., W.C, District 1- to 6-tons site (including stosmmmable Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 

Phorpres Bricks. per < per —_ paper bags or jute sacks) ............s0006 cies. ae SP ancras. : $6. > 
 -C Ballast per 

Commons 100 9 “ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent cement, 32/6 Pi Ball, 17 8 

per ton on ordinary “Blue Circle” it ast ” 

co ote del. F present Lon, sins.) 4 4 aay (including non-returnable paper 4 A ” s 4 
— | = aes 125 9 Bs). in. Shi sats ae 
Cellular Rates... 125 9 | Red, Buff or Khaki “Colorerete ” in 6-ton =... Se 
Single Bullnose .. er > 120 9 lots (including non-returnable paper bags) 6 15 3 | pan Breeze oececs.csccc. se eeeeseeeeeee a 9 6 

PEG ES vcissncncscicevedacesncssoaee . : 
Sandfaced «. 124 9 140 9 Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
Cortex Facing Brick. 99 9 115 9 os Jos from 190/3 to 414/3 per ton TILES. 
£s. d. including paper bags). Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 

Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) ... 21 0 0 “* Snowcrete ’? White Portland Cement (in- Of not less than 6 tOMS........s.ccseereeseeceeres Per 1, 

me Win Can nb -) ese ~ 2 “4 : cluding non-returnable paper bags).......... 12 11 3 ot w aie » Br a og 
ondon machine-made tiles from Brose! , 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 8 18 0 Under ONE LOM serreeverrerssererssecerees per cwt. 14 11 Staffordshire districts .......s0eeeeeeeeeeee 11 6 O 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) x 1 0 417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) Ditto, hand-made, ditto ..... ie SS ee 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London Stns.) :— Delivered Site Charing Cross Area in Ornamental ditto ..........csceeeeeeeeee 14 0 6 

£ d. rh 6-ton lots and upwards (including non- Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made.......... 12 6 
23 in. ay a ; 0 37s: £ 43 returnable paper bags) «........ss0ss00» wane. GO OS (er dozen)—Machine-made ......--+.++++ Ae 


GLazepD Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 424 
per cent. for Best, and 37. per cent. for Second quality. 
Best White Ivory ble Stretchers 10 0 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 O Oneside & twoends 54 10 0 
Headers 39 10 0 Twosides&oneend56 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
& 44 in. Flats50 0 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff. £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours, 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 
Haulage to site 30/— 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow CLAy PARTITION BLOCKS. 

London Brick Company. 


Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed d. 
Sy per yd. sup. iis yds. ose eae 1 
> eB a is ean 


Com CON = 


in. G Cavity) me. ol sup. “80 yds. RE 


in. (6 
Half’ blocks add 1s. per "yard super to above 
CL —_— 


euun us Banrauy 


INCRETE. 
1 ieang sup. som per yd. sup, 04 
23 in. 3 Rie re 2 
"7H. Sankey snd 7“. “ Cranham”’ 

ae peryd.super ... eae see 4 
+ ae ae - oes ove 10 

in, i" ate a ooo soo eee 0 
eke ce a eco ose 8 

Delivered site London. 
STONE. 

BaTH STONE— s. d. 
Monks Park . ose ooo w oii 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ... 6 11 


Delivered in railway trucks at South 
Lambeth. G.W.R., per ft. cube. 
Dou ttINnGc STONE RANDOM BLOCcKS. Delivered 
London spe +» perft.cube 6 il 
Beer STONE. Delivered ‘London perft.cube 8 6 
PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine ee © Re one «. perft.cube 6 11 
Note.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 
Hopton-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
over 10 cu. ft. perft.cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes ‘sawn ‘2 sides, up to 
5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. — 
Zin. perft.super ... ot ose 47 
York Stone, BiuE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at oe Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides pee 


30 ft. super) «. perft.super 10 0 
6 in. ‘rubbed two sides, ditto * ° 11 6 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 

dom sizes) - 49 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs ” 

(random sizes) (paving) «-- be 27 
1}in.to2in. ditto ... a aa 24 

Harp Yorx— 

Delivered at any Goods Station, awe 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. 144 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes sar 

40 ft. super) oo oe perft. 10 11 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto —. o * 12 9 
4 im. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 

dom sizes) ... ooo oon, igg a 6 11 
3in. dito ditt a $2 
SE dt teced rentens Geen per vi. ongitt 2 9 


Super Cement (Waterproof) in London Area 
32/6 per ton above Portland Cement, in- 
cluding bags. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 12s. 9d, to 
£10 6s. 3d.(1-ton lotsand upwards, in- 
cluding cost of paper bags). 

Lightning and Cement Fondu Brands, High 
aluminous cement, | ton lots and up 255/~ 
per ton, packages 22/6 per ton extra. 

- ae £ sd, 

9 9 O Keen’s Cement, 

White wih 8 

Pink... w9 4 0 


PLASTER. 
fae, £ @a@ 
614 3 Singine Soom $ 18 0 
” 2 0 ” 6 0 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and over vl Area. 
Blue Lias ares Hydrated Lime 
inc. bags 6-ton 6-tonlots ..5 9 0 
lots... vee 6 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 6- 
6-ton lots we 3 O ton lots we 4 
Hair, percwt. 4 4 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 9 


Parian Cement 


Coarse, Pink 
White 


nN 

















There’s a 


KING DOOR SET 
for every need! 


‘ty YOU’RE THINKING of sliding doors, 
whether it’s a big factory installation or 

a small domestic one, there’s a KING door 

set just made for the job. The same sound 

engineering is built into every set of KING 

door gear, large or small. Every set gives 

the same smooth-running, long-lasting 

service. 

TO ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS 

We welcome your enquiries, and our 

technical staff is always at your service. 

Please write for illustrated booklets. 

TO BUILDERS’ HARDWARE MERCHANTS 

Please write for illustrated booklets arid 

details of the comprehensive range of 

KING door gear, trade terms, etc. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


GEO. W. KING LIMITED, 202 WORKS 
HITCHIN, HERTS. Puone: HitTcuHINn 960 


2 A Co ES PRI 





OTE.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc 
carriage paid in full ag loads to London Rate oe 





Per 1,000 actual d. 

24 by Re octsasn ae 2 14 O 18 by 10......... 45 10 3 

22 by 1 Bs 0 0 18by9 ......... 40 14 0 

ow /) ee @ 11 6 16by 10  ..0.. 40 11 3 
Y 12 wecccccee S DF 16BRE cncssceeat 4 3 

50 by cn 33 3 


Nore : Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 


Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 


S.D. Bis Cocks CruTcH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
+ in. op fl 2 in. 108/- ~ sg 


OILET Bip COCKS FOR 
4 rr Ry ae 2 in. 182/6 oo 7 
Cocks FOR IRON. 
lin. ifin. I4in. 2in. 


fin. din 
iy i 120/- 180/- i 548/- re a: doz. 


0 UNIONS tg 


3 in. Zin. Lin. Tera 14 in. 
124/- ~~ = 488/- 70 1253) per doz. 
a Ber : ae ey 


4e- Bi. isin. 2in. 
a Velen 33/~ 8 fag 128/— 202/~> per doz. 
ge — VALVES. 


in. sy 1} in. 
135/- 163/- 313) 437 64/— per doz. 
Caps AND SCREWS. 
i in. in. 2in. 3in. Bin. 4in. 
/- a 45/-  89/- 116/- 124/- per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
Wee ae i ae 
— - — — r doz. 
LEAD TRAPS wiTH BRASS CLEANING wat ol 
SS TT gad 2x7 Ib. pin 
Lead P. 84/— 105/- 186/- a per doz. 
Lead S. 102/- 126 /- 201/- 387/~ per doz. 
SoLpex.—Plumbers. 4/10 Ib. 






























Copper Tubes ° per lb. 
Brass Tu Sit ber ie 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 
GLUE. 
s. 
Best Scotch Glue a mee $30 
Croid Glue ....... sénces AO Ie 200 
VARNISHES, Etc. 
Per gallon. 
114 0 
14 0 
114 0 
116 0 
114 0 
118 0 
114 0 
115 0 
116 0 
116 0 
18 0 
140 
Brunswi 100 
Berlin Black ee 4 
t 
French an Death Polish wiede 3 0@ 
po aaa a so BO 
* The informatio: iB aiven om Gace pages Bes bewe 
specially compiled for"Tu 5 nee. 
ales ta ile Tat i 0; give, oe Se ne posite, ie 
eS ee oe necessaril: he cg oad 
or lowest. Quali quantity obvio’ affect 
oo I ges wee those 


be minke use of this information. Prices are sub; 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 


a 
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PRICES 


Raw Lin: 
Boiled L 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Putty (fr 
Size XD 

Turpe: 
vary acc 


Icists, ¢ 


in Re 
NOTE. 
special | 


Black, 


” 


Crk 
Works, 


3 in. 


3m. 


5 in. | 


Per } 
24 in. 


34 in. 
4 in. 


L.C.C 

Per 
2 in, 
24 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 


L.C.C 


IRON. 
IRON. 
Mild 
Mild 
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PRICES CURKENI OF MATERIALS—Ccontd,) 


See Note at top of preceding page. 


PAINTS, Ete. 

ro 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.)..........++ per gallon y: oe 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.)......... de a 3 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs)......... cwt. 10 10 6 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall. 3 10 0 
Genuine Red Lead............cccccccccccsese ae Gee 
Putty (free packages) 2 18 - 
SAR NES doo ovat ncinenacnddcceet ences < 9 





Turpentine substitute can be obtained and Be 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 





METALS. 

Icists, Girnvers, &C., TO LONDON STATION PER _TON 
R.S. Joists, cut a ind fitted £40 0 
Plain Compound Girders.. panccie tan. o @ 

Stanchions ..........0s.sceccceenes £530 VU O 


in Roof Work, Trusses and Purlins...... £65 0 0 
Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


MILD STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 
ton 





Diameter. £44 ss ia. ¢ 
i Jo St FF GS cdacccess 29 12 6 
" > ee a to 2¥in.28 17 6 
oe oe 
W.1I. TUBES. 
TUBES AND TUBULARS. 
Galv. Class A. List price, less int per cent. 
” 6 -B. ” 9 ” 
” » | Net 
Black, ,, A. > aa oe 
” » -B a ” iy ” 


Cc 
‘I. Havr-Rounp GUTTERS. Pameiee Prices Ex- 
Works, per yd. in-6 ft. lengths. 





Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
2/6 2 7d. 
2/10 2/6 7d. 
1/- 
1/2 
‘1/4 
9d. 
1/- 
ii 
1/6 
7 d. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends, Branches 
“4 aa aaecpacsen Ye A - 
Be  - cotecson-canete 
2 abeend aindede si ee 3/10 5/10 
Sd Ts. ccccecescecsove T/- 4/7 6/8 
ig PN - 8f/- 5/6 8/- 
NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Prpes.—London Prices, ex-stock. 
B: hes. 


Per yd, in 6 fts. Pi ranc 
" , oe 4/9 5/10 
6/7 5/4 7/2 
1/3 5/10 8/8 
8/2 5/10 10/- 
9/4 8/- 11/7 





L.C.C, Coatep Drain Pre. 











cwt. % Ib. per yd. Bends, Branches. 
in 3 
4in. ae SS 16/11 11/10 20/10 
6 in. y ae a 25/3 24/8 42/8 

Per ton basis 

in London. 

Iron.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s, d. 
INNES is nu's idndvaias 299 5 0 
Iron. » Siaffordshire Marked Bars.......... a ae SG 
Mild Steel Bars . 26 3 6 
Mild Steel Hoops 27 11 «O 


Ex-Merchants Stock 
per ton a? ar - 


























Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 8. 
20-gauge 32 5 0 
24-gauge 33 10 O 
2G-GAUZE — -ecrececcccerereese: destsigeae CE Se 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20-gauge .. 45 0 
24-gauge .. 47 8 0 
26-gauge «s+. 50 0 

Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A,— 
20-gauge 8 0 
24-gauge 488 0 
26-gauge .. 513 (0 

Per ton 
£ 3d. 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots sesso. 41 15° 0 

ALL NET. 


METAL WinDdows.—Standard Metal Windows B 
990. Prices on application. British Metal Window 
Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd, 
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LEAD, Etc. 
Per ton 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) =" 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 Ib. and up......... 204 
Pipe in coils . 205 10 0 
Soil pipe ....... 





Cue F 
NOTE. sad , Sms delivery, 10s. per ton extra, 10%» 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex- London area, per ton £130 0s. Od. Buyers 
pay carriage. 


GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 


Per ft. Supe: 





ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 





Rolled plate, 4 in. Tk 
Rough cast, 3/16 in.. 8t 
Te ET Tet ean 8} 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white .....0.4 7k 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted ......... 104 
Rolled GOO vesiiccksccsccascscshocnedginesccdeceres 6 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, $in. thick —.s.seesecee 93 


Wire cast, } in. thick 
Georgian Wired Cast 


HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS _ 5s, 4. 
2—S5} in. x 5Zin.x3zin. 2 6 each aet. 
3—7} in. x 72 in. x3gin. 3 10 a 
32—7} in. x 73 in. x3gin. 3 10 on 

iused aed Brick to match up “P 





Tororo Te TO"O 
BRWE DOD 





TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 
HARDWOODS. 
SOFTWOOD. 


Carcassing £100—105 per Standard. 
Joinery. £120 re ee 








Welsh Planning Office 


The Minister of Local Government and 
Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, has decided to 
set up in Cardiff a Welsh office of his depart- 
ment to administer the planning functions 
in Wales and also the housing and local 
government functions hitherto carried out 
by the Welsh Board of Health. He has 
appointed Mr. William Thomas, formerly 
a member of the Welsh Board of Health, to 
take charge of the Welsh office, with the 
rank of Under Secretary. The headquarters 
of the new office will be in the Welsh Board 
of Health building at Cathays Park, Cardiff. 

















Colour = Ltd. 
64 HEATH STREET 
HAMPSTEAD N.W.3 


cows 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Changes in Export Control 


THe BoarRD OF TRADE announce altera- 
tions, from August 1, in their export licens- 
ing regulations.* From that date licences 
will be required for the export to any desti- 
nation of scaffolding tubes (new and used). 

In future licences will not be required for 
export of iron and steel pipes and tubes, 
fabricated iron and steel structures (other 
than prefabricated buildings and machinery 
parts), steel furniture, windows and frames; 
and for perforated sheets, expanded metal, 
electrical laminations, and unassembled 
motor vehicle bodies (for licence-free types 
of vehicles), guttering and rainwater and soil 
pipes and fittings, all of iron or steel, and 
including alloys containing more than 55 
per cent. iron. 

It is considered that in view of the recent 
developments in allocation of iron and steel, 
sufficient administrative control can be exer- 
cised on exports of these goods, without the 


necessity for formal export licensing. Ex- 


ports will be carefully watched, following 
relaxation of the control; should it become 
evident that reimposition of formal licensing 
control is advisable, this can be reintroduced 
without delay. Exporters requiring further 
information should approach the Export 
Licensing Branch of the Board of Trade, 
Regis House, 43-46, King William-street, 
London, E.C.4 (Tel.: Avenue 3111). 


TRADE NEWS 


A New Fireplace 


George Woolliscroft and Son, Ltd., 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, are to introduce 
a new fireplace in mottled tiles this autumn. 


Asbestos Cement Products 


Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd, 
Trafford Park, Manchester 17, have 
recently issued an interesting brochure 


summarising the application of their 
products in the Festival of Britain. 


The Festival Gardens 


We are informed that Stent Precast Con- 
crete, Ltd. supplied 2-in. hydraulically- 
pressed granite paving in grey, buff and red 
for the various sites at the Festival Gardens, 
Battersea, besides stonework .to the River- 
side Theatre and other work. 


Stove Firm Joins Sales Group. 


The Cozy Stove Co., who introduced the 
first models of this type of heating stove in 
this country, has joined the selling organisa- 
tion of Radiation Group Sales, Ltd., solid 
fuel division. |The Cozy stoves are being 
produced at the Radiation Production 
Centre, Belper, near Derby. 


Aluminium Vehicle Bodies 


Aluminium bodies for large tipping 
vehicles is the subject of the first of a series 
of brochures that is planned to place on 
record work carried out by the development 
division of the Northern Aluminium Co., 
Ltd., in the many and varied fields of use of 
aluminium. This first “Application Record,” 
as the series is called, discusses in general 
the design of large tipping vehicles, and 
details are given of a body to carry 15 tons 
of gas coal. 





*The new Order is the Export of Goods (Control) 
(Amendment No. 2) Order, 1951 amending S.I. 1951, 
No. 1053, as already amended by S.I., 1951, No. 1060, 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [utes 19s: 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 




















































































































































Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
Aberavon ....... cvecvsces e 4 Shoreham Al 
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Aberonveney sereeeeeees sik Craftsmen Bes os. ree 3/1 3/04 3/- Sittingbourne Pe 
Accrington <0... aaa Labourers ee w- 2/8 eu 2/64 sow lepeiegooe 
estone ...... doeette ; igre ag 
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* For Birkenhead, Liverpool,and London the ratesare :—Craftsmen, 3s. 3d.; Labourers, 2s. 94d. In the case of London therate beyond the 12-mile radiusis :-— 
Cute. 3s. 24d. Labourers, 2s. 9d. 

+ Plus 2d. per working day. 

t Sle is the County rate mal applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note. —Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

WoMEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s, 14, per hour. Women introduced to 
carry out work other than craft processes, 1s. 9d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 165. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cement Works, Shoreham 

In connection with our reference last week 
to the Associated Portland Cement Manu- 
facturers’ works at Shoreham, we learn that 
Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A., was respon- 
sible for sketch plans of the office block and 
its immediate environment only, and the 
working drawings and execution were in 
charge of the engineering consultants, Dr. 
Oscar Faber and Partners. 


Timber Leaflets 


The properties of many of the tropical 
timbers now coming into this country are 
being investigated at the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial- Research and the 
results are being published in leaflet form as 
they become available. The first of these 
are now obtainable from the laboratory at 
Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks. 


Boys’ Visit to New Warehouse 


By arrangement with the local education 
authority, a group of secondary school boys 
recently visited the new food warehouse now 
approaching completion for Peter Lacroix 
and Son, Ltd., at Arundel-place, Brighton. 
In the course of their visit they listened to 
a lecture on the building’s construction by 
the architect, Mr. C. W. Glover, 
M.1.Struct.E., P.P.L.A.A. and S. 


R.LB.A. and R.LC.S, at Golf 


The annual match between the R.I.B.A. 
and the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors’ Golfing Society was played at 
New Zealand Golf Club, Byfleet, on July 18. 
Neither side was at full strength and the 
matches were played off handicap. The 
Surveyors won the singles in the morning by 
6 to 4, but the Architects won the foursomes 
in the afternoon by 4 to 1, thus scoring a 
narrow victory on the day. 

Apprentices’ Rowing Fixtures 

Following their success in the champion- 
ship Regatta, held at Hammersmith on June 
30, the Building Apprentices (8.A.S.A.) Row- 
ing Club are to compete in the Festival of 
Britain Regatta (Junior Fours), to be held 
on the Serpentine, Hyde Park, on August 9, 
10 and 11, and hope to put up a creditable 
performance. The under “18s’” 
which is entered for Oxford Regatta to be 
held on August holiday Monday, will include 
two boys of 15 years of age. The club are 
now training regularly on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings, Saturday afternoons and 
Sunday mornings. 


Builders at Golf 


The first summer meeting of the Building 
Alliance Golfing Society was held on the 
courses of the Moor Park Golf Club on 
July 17. The “Bunter” Griffith memorial 
trophy was won by J. C. Brown with a net 
score of 67. 

Other results were: Scratch Prize: J. 
Kirkham 74; 1st Senior Singles: L. Trower 
68; 2nd Senior Singles: N. Holt 72 (2nd prize 
won after tie with J. Kirkham and B. Big- 
wood); ist. Junior Singles: J. C. Brown 67; 
2nd Junior Singles: T. J. Barnes 73; 1st Four- 
ball Foursomes against bogey: R. Kirkby 
and T. J. Barnes 8 up; 2nd Fourball Four- 
somes against bogey: S. Johnson and J. W. 
MacGregor 6 up (2nd prize won after tie with 
N. Holt and J. Kirkham). 

The annual dinner at the Trocadero 
aaa will be held on Friday, November 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from March 5, 1951. 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification 
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The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 
The information given in this table is copyright. 
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The Scottish Builder 
Scottish Regional Plans 
HE really important function of a 
central planning authority was not the 
negative function of bureaucratic control 
(approval or disapproval) but the much more 
useful positive function of acting as a re- 
search and development agency to the Local 
Authorities, said Mr. Gardner-Medwin, chief 
architect and planning officer of the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland, speaking at 
Aberdeen’s town planning exhibition on 
“The City Plan and the National Plan.” 


Town and country planning was the 
physical expression of our social conscience 
and of our insistence on civilised order, 
democracy and fair play. Local and nat- 
ional planning was inter-dependent and to a 
large extent a national plan for Scotland 
must be derived from amassed knowledge of 
local needs, shortcomings, and potentialities, 
said Mr. Gardner-Medwin. 


An eminent Scot, Patrick Geddes, 
sociologist, biologist and pioneer planner, at 
the turn of the century preached the inter- 
dependence of the town and country and 
developed the theory of regional planning. 
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In the case of Aberdeen’s city and regional 
planning basis it was largely a matter of 
commonsense collaboration between the city 
and Aberdeen and Kincardine counties in 
preparing their plans. Such regional con- 
sultations had already begun. In other parts 
of Scotland, however, the problem was very 
much more complicated. The Government 
recognised that it would be impracticable to 
ask Glasgow or any separate planning 
authorities of the highly complex and over 
developed Clyde Valley regions to prepare 
development plans without a study of the 
problems in terms of the region as a whole. 
Hence the report of the Clyde Valley Plan, 
one of the most enlightening and most 
famous of the regional plans produced in 
the last 10 years and the envy of many 
countries in fhe world. 

Some of them might imagine that the 
Clyde Valley Plan, completed some five years 
ago, was collecting dust on Government 
shelves. Far from it. The Clyde Valley 
Plan was still very much alive and very much 
in their minds. They had the more recently 
published survey of the Tay Valley region, 
with Dundee as its centre, prepared with a 
similar object. The findings and recom- 
mendations of this report were prepared like 
the Clyde Valley Plan for a committee com- 
posed of the constituent authorities. 

He must also mention the third of the 
Scottish regional plans; that persuasively 
written and beautifully reproduced book 
called “Forth and Tweed” the regional 
survey for Central and South-East Scotland 
produced by Sir Frank Mears, a disciple of 
Patrick Geddes. 

These three regional reports, he believed, 
would have their influence alike on detailed 
local development and on major national 
economic policy. To read them was to get 
to know some of the major problems of 
Scotland and to understand the essential 
sanity of modern town and country planning. 


Building Without Licences 

IN A CASE which was described as with- 
out precedent under the Defence Regulations, 
the Scottish Association of Girls’ Clubs, was 
fined £150 and an Edinburgh architect, James 
Robertson, of 4, Wemyss-place, Edinburgh, 
fined £500 at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on a 
charge of carrying out reconstruction work 
costing £8,161, without Ministry of Works 
licences. 

The offence to which both the club and 
the architect pleaded guilty was stated to 
have taken place between September 1, 1948 
and January 10, 1951. 

Mr. J. Houston, Deputy-Fiscal, said that 
the club, 13, Eglinton-crescent, where the re- 
pairs and alterations had been carried out, 
had been taken over by the military during 
the war. It was afterwards taken over by the 
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club, who wanted the building repaired and 
reconditioned and a canteen and a care- 
taker’s premises installed. The architect had 
applied for a licence on behalf of the club 
amounting to £3,000 on April 2, 1947. He 
had later received a licence for £2,292. When 
the offences came to light it was learned that 
in August, 1947, the architect had obtained 
estimates for just over £6,000 from various 
contractors. 


Mr. C. J. D. Shaw, K.C., on behalf of the 
club, said the scheme to reinstate the build- 
ing had been approved by the Scottish 
Education Department who had given a grant 
of £2,250 towards its purchase. An agent 
for the architect stated that in the course of 
the work various difficulties had been en- 
countered. The most important of these 
had been at one of the outhouses which had 
had to be concreted. When the roof was 
taken off it was found to be badly affected by #£ 
wet rot. Mr. Robertson had not gained a 
single penny out of the extra work. 

Sheriff William Garrett, K.C., in giving a 
judgment, said the association had shown a 
slackness that one would not expect or excuse 
in the case of an individual spending money 
on his own property. It did however appear 
that they were seriously misled. The archi- 
tect was more blameworthy. The maximum 
penalty was a high one but it had to be kept 
in mind that he was a professional man and 
not a beneficiary to the unlicensed expendi- 
ture. Also, supplementary licences might 
well have been obtained if they had been 
applied for. 


Low-cost Housing 


COMMENTING on the present house- 
building situation at a Press conference on 
July 27, where he gave details of experi- 
ments now being carried out to produce a 
low-cost house, Mr. Hector McNEr, 
Secretary of State for Scotland, said that 
prices were already too high and further 
increases, which had already begun to show 
themselves in latest tenders, were to be 
expected. Higher wages and the substantial 
increases in the price of materials, particu- 
larly in the case of timber, had meant rising 
costs. The Exchequer, local authorities and 
the tenants were having to share the burden 
of these increases, and the Government 
wanted to do everything it could to reduce it. 
He estimated that in the course of a year 
possibly £100 to £120 would be added to the 
average tender price—£1,375—of a four- 
apartment house. 


Industry’s Increased Efficiency 

PRESENTING THE ANNUAL REPORT of the 
Scottish National Building Trades’ Federa- 
tion (Employers) in Glasgow, Mr. R. S. 
Gray (Dundee), chairman, said -the ade- 
quacy of supplies in quantity and quality as 
required remained the predominant factor in 
the acceleration of the housing programme. 
The extended operation of incentives on 
housing scheme work had resulted in 
increased production. There had also been 
a marked improvement in the supplies of 
materials, though those were still inadequate, 
particularly brick and timber, for the all-out 
sustained effort required of the industry. 

The margin of profit remained approxi- 
mately the same, and the increased efficiency 
with which the industry was carrying out its 
job was now being reflected in the increased 
keenness in tendering. 


The Sub-division of Houses 


BECAUSE they are required to limit the 
total value of licences issued this year to 
four-fifths of the 1949 value, Edinburgh Cor- 
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poration Civil Building Committee have 
warned persons contemplating house sub- 
divisions to consider the position before 
embarking on expenditure which might be 
abortive. 

A statement pointed out that it was doubt- 
ful whether the balance of the 1951 quota 
still available would be sufficient to meet 
every application for essential work. The 
committee responsible for the issue of 
licences had had to scrutinise applications 
very closely, and had been forced, as 
a means of conserving resources, to post- 
pone indefinitely considerations of many 
applications for licences to sub-divide houses 
as the work involved could not be considered 
immediately essential. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans are in the hands of the archi- 
tects for a scheme of shops estimated to cost 

£50,000, which the Aberdeen Co-operative "gel 
Ltd., intend to erect at Kincarth and Northfiel 

Biantyre.—Lanarkshire education authority is to 
peor’ = poroens’ for a new Catholic po gg the 

is Mr. William Watt, 
F.R. Lh B. - Albert-st., Motherwell. 

Daimalling.—Plans’ to be prepared for a new 

—. — fe school, for which the architect is 
Lindsay, I.B.A., Ayrshire 
AB « idl Wellington-sq., The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Drogan. —Pians to prepared for new combined 
school, junior secondary, primary, for which 
the architect is Mr. Robert G. Lindsay, A.R.I.B.A., 
Ayrshire County-chbrs., Wellington-sq., The Sand- 
gate, Ayr. 

Glasgow.—Plan3 in hand for new Catholio 
secondary school to be erected at Kirriemuir-av., 
Tarfield-rd., Paisley-rd. West, for which hee archi- 
tect is Mr. Thomas S. Cordiner, A.R.I.B.A » Blyths- 
wood- hire. West George-st., Blythswood- Sd., Gilas- 
com 





ow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
Re y- dition to the Anniesland Netherton .Works, 
Netherton. rd., of Ioco, Ltd., for which the archi- 
tects are Williamson and Izaat, . ey 
Bank-st., Clydebank, Dumbartonshire. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be repared ir the erection 
at Balarnock of new Bardowie-st. offi ces and work- 
shops, etc., for which the architect is Mr. Archi- 
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bald J. Jury, F.R.1.B.A., Housing Deperment, 
Glasgow Cross, The Tron; zate, Glasgow, 
narkshire. public school 
erected at 0 ‘Townheac tbridge, for which 
the archite Mr. Wilism: Watt, F.R.I.B.A., 
Albert-st.; Motherwell: Wishaw 
Lanarkshire.—Plang in hand for scheme of 60 
houses to be erected at Caldercruix and for which 
the architect is Mr. Samuel MacColl, A.R.I.B.A., 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 
Perth.—Plans to be prepared for new church, 
halls and complete accommodation at The Lothian: 
rd. Plans by the architects of the Church of Scot- 
land, George-st., West End, Edinburg. 
Stirling.—Corporation have plans in Sand for the 
erection at the Raploch, Drem Park, Cornton, and 
the Brownridge housing site of over 120 houses, 
for re the architect and master of works is Mr. 
David R. Morris, Municipal-chbrs., Sterling. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open wilt 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 
OPEN 





CONTRACTS 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
—- are advertised in this number. The dates 

the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
A. of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for gg gent the name and address at the 
ong Rw lhe the person from whom particulars may 
ained 
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AUGUST 9. Pe 

*Surrey C.C.—New school kitchen and dining- 
room - Manor-la., Sutton. County A., County 
Hall, Kingston-upon-Thames. 

AUGUST 10. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Erection of new junior school, 
Bell-la., Kesgrave. E. Simcox, F.R.1LB.A., 
County A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by September 7. 

*tWest Ham C.B.—Erection of 3 eee im 
the Grange-rd. Area, E.13. Thomas E. 
F.R.1.B.A., Borough Architect & ne Officer, 
70, West t Ham-la., E.15. Dep. £2 


AUGUST 11. 

*tEssex C.C.—Contractors wishing to tender for a 
workshop block for_the proposed North-East Essex 
technical college, Colchester, should submit their 
names to H. Conolly, F.R.1. B. A., County A., County 
Hall, Chelmsford. 

*tEssex C.C,—Braintree North Infants’ School. 
H. Conolly, F.R.I.B.A., County A., County Ha!l. 

*Malden and Coombe B.C.—Four flats at 14, 
Acacia-gr. B.E., Municipal Offices, New Malden. 

Oundle as Thrapston R.D.C.—16 houses at 
Southwick. , Council Offices, Midland-rd., Thrap 
ston. Dep. re 2 2s. 

AUGUST 13. 

*tNorthumberland C€.C.—Garage for five ambu- 
lances, office, heating chamber and workshop bay 
at Oak-er., Wallsend. County A., County Hall. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dep. = = 

AUGU 

*Friern Barnet U.D.C, OD flats at Sydney-rd. C., 

Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne T.C.—Erection of a children’s 
home on the Montagu housing estate. City A., 18, 
Cloth Market. 

AUGUST 16. 

Newcastle T.C.—Erection of 125 dwellings om 
section G of the Montagu housing estate. City A., 
18, Cloth Market. 

*tPeterhorough Combined Police Authority.— 
Erection of one pair of s.d. houses in Fane-rd., one 
pair in Welland-rd. and one ead in Eye-rd. and @ 
police oo in Pipe-la., St. John-st. F. a: Smit, 
M.B.E., A.M.LC.E., Architect & Surve , the 
Authority, “Town Hall, Peterborough. 
te by August 31. 

“Bit B. ea oo of 30 houses at Lanford- 
la. z ton. “ Benford House,” Rugby. Dep. 


AUGUST 17. 


fee sk D.C.—Five pairs of houses, Buck- 
—. =” ameae (A.), 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. 
ep. 


*tWinchester T,C.—6 houses at Alresford-rd. A. S&S. 
} dogg Fy & Partners, 8, Princes Gate, Westminster. 


AUGUST 1 
‘Cambridgeshire oy oe oh of East 
Bridge, Fen Drayton. County S., Shire Hall, 
Castle Hill, Cambridge. Dep. £2. 
teasies U.D. -? houses at Beaconfield. C., 
Council Offices, Higb-st., Epping, Essex. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders : cae * a. 


gy ll ery —Werttbens,” *Wedal- rd. City S. 
2 
*tDurham County Police omg: ag pairs 


of police houses at various sites. G. R. Clayton, 
F.R.I.B.A., Court-la., Durham. 
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*Halifax C. i ie es to public convenience 
a hey y Market. B.E., Crossley-st., Halifax. 


*Halifax C.B.—Supply and fixing of pre-cast a 
crete floors at Manor — — Boro; E., 
Crossley- a Halifax. Dep. £1 1s. 

South Westmorland R.D.C.—34 houses at various 
sites. Middleton and Jones, 1, Queen-st., Manches- 
ter. Dep. £2 2s. 

tes ae ree houses at Martin-ave. 
B.S. Dep. £ 

UGUST 22. 

Northampton R. o C.—40 houses at various sites. 

.. - Miller, 1, Cheyne Walk, Northampton. Dep. 


5 fang C.B.—186 houses on Somos rd. estate, 
Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 


AUGUST 2%, 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Erection of (a) four houses 
at Moorside-rd., Kinson, and (b) four houses at 
Moore-ave., Kinson. Boro’ A. £2 2s. 

*Chesterton and St. Ives Joint Water Board.— 
Construction of permanent brick building to re 
lace ag structure at Kingston ‘Pumping 

Ly a Hcox, Raikes and son all, engineers, 

Great Charles- st., Birmingham, 3 Dep. 

7 cememeas iR.D.C.—16 houses at Gunn's Farm, 

— C., The Old College, Petersfield. Dep. 


*West Riding of Yorkshire C.C.—Adaptations and 
alterations at West Riding divisional police head. 
uarters, Barnsley. County A., “ Bishopgarth,” 
estfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 27. 
erwick-upon-Twesd.—28 houses with ancillary 
a... at Spittal. B.S., Municipal-bldgs., Berwick- 
upon-Tw £1 Is. 
*Clacton U.D. C.—14 houses, four flats and two 
bungalows at various sites. Surveyor’s Office, Town 
Hall, Clacton-onSea. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Monmouth R.D.C.—20 houses at Dingestow. 
Council’s A., 63, High-st., Newport. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Weymouth and Metcombe Regis B.C.—A pair of 
houses at jongten of Camp-rd. and Lea-rd., hes 
mouth. 8., 6, Pulteney idgs., Weymout 
Dep. £2 28, 

AUGUST 28. 

Flintshire C.C.—Erection of a junior and infants’ 
mixed ar a at Rhosemor. W. Griffiths, L.R.1.B.A., 
County A., Liynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 29. 

Clutton R.D.C.—20 houses, Stowey Sutton. Thomas 
& Morgan & Partners, 23, Gelliwasted-rd., Ponty- 
pridd. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 31. 

*Congieton B.C.—Erection of (a) seven aged per- 
sons’ bungalows on the Bromley Farm estate, and 
(b) three aged persons’ bungalows on the Parson- 
st. estate. Mr. Ae _—. A.R.1.B.A., 
M.I.Mun.E., own Hall. bo ag 

Congleton B.C.—10 bungalows (wo contracts). 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 1 
*Staveley U.D.C.—30 houses at Inkersall Green 
estate. E. &: 8., Council Offices, Lowgates, 


Staveley. Dep. £2 2s. 

West Riding C.C.—Construction of road bridge 
over new river channel of river Don at Barnby Dun. 
E. & §., County Hall, Wakefield. Dep. £1 

SEPTEMBER 3, 

Cannock R.D.C.—12 houses at Huntington. E. & 
8... Council Offices, Penkridge, Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Woking U.D.C.—40 houses, Elm Bridges estate. 
H. P. Tame, E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wood Green B.C.—Repair of war damage and 
decorations at the public baths, Western-rd. B.E. 
& 8. Dep. £2 2s 

SEPTEMBER 65. 

*Stourbridge B.C.—Six shops. 4 maisonettes, 2 
flats, 9 lock-up garages and incidental siteworks on 
Norton estaie. Bridgewater and Coulton, Queen’s 
a ~ eames Paradise-st., Birmingham, e. Dep. 


*Stourbridge B.C.—152 dwellings (divided into 
‘four — ranging between 22 and 60 dwellings 
per group) on Wollasten Farm estate. Bridgewater 
and Coulton, Queen’s College-chbrs., 
Birmingham, 1. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

*Kettering B.C.—42 houses, Grange estate. J. 
Patrick Haugh, E. & S., 3, Gold-st., Kettering. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Paradise-st., 


SEPTEMBER 10. 

*Brentford and Chiswick eel gg of nine 
flats at Oxford-rd., Chiswick. B.E. & S.. Town 
Hall, Chiswick, W.4. Dep. £5 5s. 

South ee T.C.—48 flats at Wellington-st. 
B.E. Dep. £2 

"SEPTEMBER 11, 

*Salop C.C.—8 police houses at Sundorne-rd. and 

one fire officer’s house at Craven Arms. County 
, Column-hse., London-rd., Shrewsbury, 
SEPTEMBER 14. 

Belfast _ T.C.—Foundations for main buildings, 
Victoria Power Station. Merz & McLellan, Carliol- 
hse., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, A Dep. £5 5s. 


NO DAT 
*Midhurst U.D.C.—13 dwellings on South Hart- 
ing site. TT. Greenfield, — .A., “ Newstead,” 
Midhurst, Sussex. Dep. £ 

Wednesbury T.C.—50 - a at Dangerfietd-la. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 16. 

*Croydon C.B.—External painting of — houses. 

Borough Valuer, 71, Park-la. . £1 
AUGUST 2%. 

*Barnes B.C.—Fencing repairs at Alexandra-rd. 
and South Worple-way. E. & 8., Muncipal Offices, 
Sheen-la., 8. W.14. 

AUGUST 25. 

Colwyn Bay B.C.—Painting of about half the 

understructure of the Victoria Pier. B.E. & S. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 13. 


Ongar R.D.C.— Extension of water mains at 
Fyfield and Beachamp and Berners Roothing. E. 


& S., Bowes Field, Chipping Ongar. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 15. 
Samford R.D.C.—Shotley sewerage scheme. 


Brassey-Edwards and rr a 1, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, 8.W.1. Dep. £3 3s 
Aucust 17. 

Lowestoft B.C.—Construction of roads and sewers, 
Whitton estate, South Lowestoft. B.E., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 18, 

Beverley R.D.C.—Supplying and laying of water 
mains a Leconfield and Arram. John H. Haiste, 
- LC me 4, Queen-sq., Woodhouse-la, Leeds, 2. 

ep 

Gentes B.C.—Construction of roads and sewers 
at Victoria Park No. 2 estate. B.E. Dep. 

AUGUST 20. 

Dover B.C.—Construction of roads and sewers at 
Buckland housing estate. B.E., Brook-hse., Dover. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Swaffham R.D.C.—Water schemes in the parishes 
of Cockley Cley, Foulden and Ickburgh. W. Her- 
bert Bateman & Partners, Halifax House, Bank 
Plain, Norwich. Dep. £3 "3s. 

AUGUST 25. 

Kent ©.C.—Making-up, paving and 
water drainage at Dunton Green. 
Hall, Maidstone. Dep. £2 

AUGUST 27. 

Morpeth R,.D.C.—Scotsgap sewerage and sewage 
disposal scheme. E. & S., Dacre-st., Morpeth. Dep 
£3 3s. 


rovision of 
S., County 


AUGUST 29 

Ploughley R.D.C.—Laying of water mains at 
Somerton. E. & S., Waverley-hse., Bicester. 
Dep. £2 
Stevenage Development Corporation.—Laying of 
water mains. Chief 3% Aston House, nr. 
Stevenage, Heris. Dep. £3 

bn Decal “ 

Erith B.C.—Roads and sewers on the Matfield-rd. 
site, Belvedere, Kent. B.E. & S., Council Offices. 
Erith Dep. £2 2s. 

*Morecambe and Heysham B.C.—Completion of 
streets on the Blackberry Hall housing estate. 
B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Shrewsbury B.C.—Main drainage, south-eastern 
outfall sewer, contract A. B.S., Guildhall. Dep. 


£5 5s. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 

Sheffield T.C.—Car Brook improvement and Green- 
land-rd. relief sewers scheme. City E. & S., Town 
Hall, Sheffield. Dep. £5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 20. 

Biggleswade ‘R.D.C.—Construction of sewers, 

pumping stations and sewage disposa] works at 
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Shefford, Clifton, Henlow and Langford parishes. 

Binnie, Deacon and Gourley, Artillery-house, 

Artillery- -row, Westminster, 8S.W.1. Dep. £10. 
SEPTEMBER 24. 

Manchester Corporation.—Laying and jointing of 
steel pipe, construction of valve house and in- 
stallation of sluice. Secretary, Waterworks Office, 
Town Hall, Manchester, 2. Dep. £10. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Brentwood.—Dwe.iines.—Plans by Housing 
Architect under the direction of the Director of 
Housing and Valuer for provision of 994 houses and 
130 flats have been approved by L.C.C. Housing 


Chelsea.—Lanp ror Hovsinc.—T.P. Com. to make 
strongest representations to L.C.C, for re-des:gna- 
tion of northern part of proposed Sac area in 
West Chelsea for housing oarpeeee 

Croydon.—REcoNsTRUCTION.—Pl ? an 
Greenwood, A.R.J.B.A., 20, at London, 
S.W.1, for reconstruction of factory and publie- 
house for W. R. Platten Trust at Albert-rd. have 
been approved by B.C. 

Groydon.—D weELuincs.—B.C. propose to erect two 
houses and eight maisonettes at Grange Park-rd. 
Plans by Boro’ A.’s Dept. 

Dagestan, — Fugees. —Plans by H. E. A. 
Giddings, L.R.1.B.A., 22, John-st., Bedford-row, 
W.C.1, for erection of factory for G. M. Miller & 
Co., Ltd., at Hainault Industrial Estate have been 
approved. by Housing and T.P. Com. 

Hammersmith. — RepeveLopmMent. — Preliminary 
sketch plans by Neville Conder for redevelopment 
of site at No. 2, Melrose-ter. to form five 
| ipa, have been approved by Housing Sub- 

m. 

Hammersmith.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Housing Sub- 
Com. i weerere Sy we sketch plans submitted 
by B. ett, A.R.I.B.A., 80, Wimpole-st., 
W.1, for gna of site at 30-40, Richmond- 
way. 

Hammersmith.—F.ats._Sketch plans by Maxwell 
Gray, A.R.I.B.A., for erection of six flats at Eyot- 
gdns. have been’ approved by Housing Com. 

Hammersmith.—F.ats.—Housing Sub-Com. ap- 
proved plans for eight flats at Coningham-rd. 
Architects are Dugdale & Whitaker, A.R.IB.A., 5, 
Bedford-row, y 

Harold Hi#,—Devevorment.—Plans for further 
500 bean ag A hy Harold Hill estate have been 
approved by L.C.C. Housing Com. Housing Archi- 
tect, under the direction of the Director of Housing 
and Valuer, is responsible for the scheme. 

Hornchurch.—Dwe.iinas.—Permission granted to 
Percival Estate, Ltd., for erection of 23 dwellings 
at Saunton-rd. 

Paddington South.—Scuoo,.—L.0.C. approved pre- 
liminary plans by Drake & Lasdun, A./F.R.1.B.A., 
63, Gloucester-pl., W.1, for erection of Bishop’s 
— county prim. sch. 

ainham.—Factory.—Plans by Mundy & Smith, 
“ Little-la., Temple, ,for erection of factory at 
Ferry- la. for Murex, Ltd., have been approved by 
Hornchurch U.D.C. 

Shoreditch and Finsbury.—Site ExtENsion.— 
L.C.C. Ed. Com. approved plans for extension to 
Hoxton House Comprehensive High Sch. 

Stoke Newington.—F.ats Housing Com. pro 
erection of 70 flats at Londesborough-rd. site, P. a 
by Howes & Jackman, FF.R.I.B.A., 1, Verulam- 
bidgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1 

Walthamstow. — Factory Extension. — Approval 
granted to Chamberlain Industries, Ltd., for exten- 
sion to factory at Staffa-rd. Plans by firm’s own 
architect’s dept. 

Wandsworth._Site Extension.—Plans for exten- 
sions to Putnéy county sec. sch. have been approved 
by L.C.C. Ed. Com. 

Wood Green.—Suors.—Boro’ E.’s revised layout 
for shops on Lordship-la. site has been submitted 
to M.C.C. and M.L.G. & P. for approval. 

Wood Green.—Factory ResuiLDING.—Pans for re- 
building part of Barrett’s factory at Mayes-rd. 
have been prepared by Oscar Faber & Partners, 
consultant. engineers, 4, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s 
Inn, W.C.1. 

Woolwich.—Conversion.—B.C. Housing Com. have 
approved plans by Wright & Renny, 1-3, Powis-st., 
S.E.19, for conversion of the “ Wilderness,” 
Cantwell-rd., into eight flats. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aberystwyth—T.C. recommended to approve 
plans for dormitory block at Penglais for Univer- 
sity College of Wales. 

Accrington.—J. Vickers & Son, Canal Foundry, 
Church, propose extensions to works. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—U.D.C. to erect further 30 
houses at Landgate-la. site. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—U.D.O. approved plans for 
pithead baths at Park Collieries and Seneley Green 
Drifts for N.C.B.; also extensions to warehouse 
and offices and additional storage space, Gerard- 
st., for Thomas Crompton and Sons, Lid. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Plans have been approved 
for extending I.C.1., Ltd., salt and polymer plant. 
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Birmingham.— University Governors propose new 
administrative block. 

Blackburn.—T.C. seek loan of £31,000 for crema- 
torium at Pleasington. 

Blackpoo!l.—E.C. approved sketch plans for Mere- 
side County Inf. Sch. To include following in 1952-3 
programme: Marton Mod., Bispham County Inf. 

Boildon (Co. Durham). _U.D.C. is negotiating 
_ a local firm for erection of 28 houses, Lizard- 
a 

Boiton.—B.C. approved plans for:—176 houses and 
eight flats at Johnson Fold estate (section 2).— 
Baths and canteen at Deane (Victoria) Colliery, 
Wigan-rd., for N.C.B.—Church at Crompton-way 
for P.C. Council of St. Augustines. 

Bootle—New jet engine factory proposed by 
English Electric Co., Ltd. (to employ 6,000). 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. approved layout for 12 
houses at Fockbury-la., Little Dodford. Architect 
to Council, H. W. T. Gough. 

Burnley.—New Hargher Clough Day Nursery, for 
B.C. Architects, Samuel Taylor, Son & Platt, 60, 
Manchester-rd., Burn! ley. 

Burton-on-Trent.—E.C. to include new buildings 
at Grammar Sch. in 1952/3 main building pro- 
gramme, 

Bury.—T.C. approved layout for large new bus 
station and depot in the Mosses. 

Chesterfield.—B.C. appointed Wilcockson & Cutts, 
Cavendish-st., architects, for additional accommoda- 
tion at Violet Markham & Hunloke Schools, and 
additional sgiassrooms at Hasland Hall, Manor, 
St. Mar ay R.C. and Tapton House Schools.—T.C- 
propose block of flats at rear of Newbold House. 

Chester-le-Street.—Plans have been approved for 
licensed premises at Waldridge, for Vaux & Asso- 
ciated Breweries, Sunderland. Architects, W. & 
T. R. Milburn, 17, — st., Sunderland. 

Chorley.—Lancs = ay ee estimate of 
ad ~ Aggi ont yee ey South County Sec. 


Church (Lancs).—Governors of Sacred Heart R.C. 
Sch. propose extensions to sch. 

Coventry.—T.C. appointed J. Robinson, Chester 
House, High-st., as quantity surveyor for proposed 
old people’s home at Broad-la. 

Crewe.—T.C. propose 14 shops and 12 flats, Middle- 
wich-st. site. 

Cumberiand.—County A., Portland-sq., Carlisle, 
has prepared plans for additional hutted accom- 
= ‘_aceaa at Silloth New Junior Sch. No contracts 
et 

Cumberland.—Next year E.C. proposes building 
sec. sch. at Penrith. "Sennly A., J. H. Haughan, 
Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlaston.—U.D.C. to erect 20 flats, Ames-rd.— 
— six aged persons bungalows, Brown-rd. 

rlington.—Plans are being prepared by Boro’ 
E. Oe. S. Short) for public eo at Alder- 
man Crooks recreation ground, Stanhepe Green, 
and at North End Park—J. D. Ord & Co., Vic- 
toria-rd., Darlington, are to erect new offices and 
conveniences.—Boro’ A. (E. A. Tornbohm) has 
been aSked to submit designs to T.C. for an addi- 
tiona] long-stay home. A site on one of the 
housing estates is likely to be considered. 

Easington.—R.D.C. to let contracts for eight 
bungalows at Blackhall, 16 houses at Thornley and 
14 at Wingate. Plans are by Surveyor. 

Farnworth.—U.D.C. approved eo for a day 
nursery, Piggott-st., for Lancs 

Felling-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. ‘thas offered to build 100 
houses yearly in its area for the adjoining authority 
of Gateshead T.C., where — land is limited. 

U.D.C. has approved plans by its Chief Housing 
Omece for 12 old people’s houses on Ellen Wilkin- 
son estate—Durham Coa] Bd. are to erect coal 
preparation ae i at Wardley No. 1 colliery. It 
is also we sed to reconstruct the surface work- 
ings of Wardley Nos. 1, 2 and 3 collieries. 

Gateshead.—C. §. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., 
Newcastie-on-Tyne, is architect for boot ware- 
house for E. Shephard, Ltd., drapers, etc. No con- 
tracts let. 

Gateshead.—Following representations by T.C., 
M.L.G. & P. hag approved T.C.’s plans for new 
council offices as first instalment of scheme for new 
civic centre bounded by Durham-rd., Shipcote-la., 
Alexandra-rd., and Exeter-st. Work ing drawings 
are in hand. A starting date has been applied for. 
Plans are by Chief A., H. J. Cook. 

Halesowen.—T.C. to erect 50 houses.—Worcs E.C. 
propose county prim. sch. at Fatherless Barn 
estate. 

Handley.—M.0.W. issued licence, value £36,000, 
for demolition of multi-storey premises and erec- 
tion of single-storey buildings to Kirkpatrick Mill. 

Hartlepool.—T.C. approved plans by architect to 
Durham County E.C. for a proposed inf. sch. at 
Bruce-cres. 

Hebburn.on-Tyne.— Maurice Gatoff, Trafalgar-st. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for proposed con: 
version of north wing of Simpson’s Hotel into a 
clothing factory fer M. Russell, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Pag om oe mag —Page, Son and Hill, 75, King- 

, South Shields, are architects for proposed office 
salamaens for Wailes Dove Bitumastic Co., Ltd. 
—Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., Crescent 
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House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to repair and recon- 
struct Pyne Lead Works for making of Durastic 
asphalt.—Durham C.C. are to carry out alterations 
to Hebburn Police Stn. to plans by County A., 
Court-la., Durham.—U.D.C. to erect 102 houses to 
rehouse "people involved in clearance areas for 
Edward, William and Lyon-streets. 

Hexham.—U.D.C. to consider development of a 
‘garden city” of 50 to 60 houses. Architects, J. 
Walter Hanson & Son, Northumberland-st., New- 
castle. ; 

Houghton-le-Spring.—G.P.O. to erect telephone 
exchange at Lambton “D” Pit-rd.—U.D.C.’s esti- 
mates for erection of 74 houses on Barnwell, "Fence 
Houses, Cellarhill ane Racecourse estates have 
been approved by M.L.G. and P. Surveyor (W. H. 
Smith) has been authorised to begin work on the 
scheme. 

likeston.-—-B.C. to consider draft layout for six 
shops at Kirk Hallam estate. 


Leeds.—Governors of Woodhouse-gr. sch. propose 
large extensions to premises. Architect, J. G. L. 
Poulson. 

Liverpool.—University Governors propose  six- 
storey building for dental sch. and hospital on 
site at West Derby-st., Elm-rd. and Bernard-st., 
and eight hostels on three sites in Greenbank-la., 
Carnatic-rd. and Elmswood-rd. 

Longbenton.—U.D.C. Surveyor (A. E. Sweetman) 
has prepared ians for 10 aged people’s houses at 
Annitsford. ntracts will be let shortly. 

Manchester.—New. three-storey premises to be re- 
built at junction of Market-st. and New Brown-st. 
by Wm. Timson, Ltd., and Prices, Ltd.—E.C. pro- 
pose new sec. schools ‘at Moss Nook, Oldwood and 
Peel Hali; prim. schools at Brooklands and Peel 
Hall area; further instalment of Crab-la. County 
Inf. and second instalment of Jews’ sch., Wilton 
Polygon, Crumpsall, in 1962/3 programme. 

Manchester.—T.C. propose health centre and for 
nursery at Baguley, Me 1 aa at £123,000 
Plans by City A., L. C. ~pergel 

Middlesbrough. —Boro’ E. (J. A. Kangen) has pre- 
pared plans for 9 houses, Farndale-rd 

Middlesbrough.—Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, are architects fot a warehouse, 
Thompson-st., for T. French & Son, Ltd., fruit 
merchants. 

speiaieheenah. —M.O.E. has approved, generally, 
E.C.’s plan for a county college on a site at Long- 
lands, Middlesbrough. 

Middleton.—B.C. propose 140 houses for key 
workers. J. Pollard, Surveyor. 

Newburn.—U.D.C. to oie six shoge and five flats 
at Lemington. J. W. Weatherley, Surveyor, 
Council Offices, eis, Tyne, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council has made a 
compulsory purchase order respecting 12 acres at 
Fossway_ required for new prim. sch. City A., 
George Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Marshall and Tweedy, 
Grainger House, 36, Blacketi-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, have prepared plans for alterations, 41-7, 
Grey- st., for Carricks (Caterers), Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—M.O.E. has approved pre- 
liminary plans by E.C. for proposed Denton-sq. 
Prim. Sch., to cost £155,000 and new Rutherford 
Grammar Sch., to cost £209,000. Contracts are un- 
decided. Education A., F. W. Harvey. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. _US. firm_of Armour Labora. 
tories have inspected sites on North-East for erec- 
tion of a factory for making an anti-arthritis drug. 
— the sites inspected was at Peterlee, East 

urham. 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Watch ‘Com. propose to 
extend Central Police Stn.; to build a new section 
stn. in Benwell, and build four police houses at 
Walker at an estimated cost of £14,600. Plans 
by City A., G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, New- 
castle. 

North Riding.—M. of E. has agreed Py include 
a county mod. sch. at Richmond, and R.C. prim. 
Sch. at Redcar, in E.C.’s building programme for 
next year.—E.C. intends building also new Eston 
Grammar and Tech. Sch., Thirsk Grammar and 
Mod. Sch., and Malton Grammar and Mod 
E.C.’s architect, D. W. Dickenson, County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

North Westmoriand.—R.D.C. approved ig for 
a creamery at Clifton for Express Dairy Co., Ltd. 

Northwich.—R.D.C. to sell site at Northwich- rd. 
Weaverham, for erection of a church by Methodist 
Free Church Council. 


Northwich.—U.D.C. await approval for seven 
shops, Manor Park estate. 

Ormskirk.—Lancs €.C. propose erection of new 
library. 

Padiham.—Lancs C.C. approved layout of 8} acre 
housing site at St. John’s-rd., for U.D.C. 

Penrith.—R.D.C. being recommended to build 12 
houses for keyworkers employed by British Plaster 
Board, 

Pwilheli.—T.C. propose 10 houses, Wimbley Park. 

Radcliffe.—B.C. approved plans for caustic soda 
recovery plant at Mount Sion for Straw Pulp 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; approved also layout of 
land for housing, Stand-la., for Bleackley & 
Ingham, Lt 

Ramshbottom.—U.D.C. received additional alloca- 
tion of 30 houses on Acre Meadow site, Edenfield. 


Rawtenstall.—B.C. to invite tenders for 20 houses, 
Staghills estate. 

Salford.—T.C. sapeered plans for: 20 flats and 

a two-storey building at Sandy-la. for trustees of 
Booths ag (Architects, Halliday & Agate, 
Manchester).—T.C. propose new crematorium at 
Northern Cemetery, Agecroft, at £60,000. W. A. 
Walker, City E 

Salford.—T.C. " proposed new waSh-house at Hol- 
land-st., Broughton, to cost £30,000. 

.—E.C. propose kitchen and dining-room 
accommodation at Bishops Castle High hool 
Market Drayton and Madeley Schools; practical 
room and two classrooms at Farm Institute, at 

4,0 

Scarborough.—Wilkinson and Smith, Martins 
Bank-chbrs., Scarborough, are architects for office 
extension at Roscoe-st. Works, and also a show- 
room in Roscoe-st., for H. Pickup, Ltd.—Baker 
and Clark, York- pl. Scarborough, are architects 
for alterations to Scarborough College, Fileg-os. 
—Whitfield and Bell, solicitors, Adelphi-chbrs 
Westborough, Scarborough, have been eranted 
planning permission for a proposed news theatre 
at Northway. 

Seaham.—Site plans by M.O.W. for proposed 
Min. of Labour and Nat. Insurance offices have 
been approved. 
ia inalindaatta to erect 16 flats, Gibbons Hill 
site. 


Sheffield —Reg. Hospital Brd. approved following 
schemes at hospitals:—Scarsdale, new maternity 
clinic; Western, ifiprovements to mortuary; John 
Faire, adaptations ; Nottingham General, improve- 
ments to domestic staff accommodation; Moorgate 
General, improvements to ante-nata] clinic and out- 
patient dept. 

Skipton.—R.D.C. propose 10 houses, Steeton. 

Smethwick.—T.C. recommended to approve plans 
for four-storey blocks of dwellings, South-rd., 
Wellington-st. and Foundry-la. sites. 

Spennymoor.—U.D.C. to build 50 houses, eight 


‘ shops with flats and six garages. Counci a 


G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North Shields. 

Stockport.—B.C. propose new health centre at 
Brinnington Neighbourhood Unit.—To negotiate 
with Vessey Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., Marple, for 
erection of 24 houses, Nelstrop-rd. —Approved plans 
for extensions, Edward-st., for Hollingdrakes Auto- 
mobiles Co., Ltd.—Two- storey chemical industria? 
building, Lowfield-gr., for J. Blower.—Block of 
shops with living accommodation at Ruskin-rd. 
junction with Longford-rd. West, for W. Farley 
& Co., Ltd.— Engineering factory, off Epplestone- 
st., for T. Storey (Engineers), Ltd. 

Stockton -on-Tees.—E.C. has askéd Murham 
County E.C. to include in its housing programme 
for next year the proposed East Durham-rd. 
County Junior Mixed Sch. and the Oxbridge-la. 
County Infants’ Sch.—R. Cowan, 20, Finkle-st., 
Stockton, ig architect for works additions, William- 
st., for Planet Refrigeration Co., Ltd.—Marsh 
(Builder), Ltd., Bishopton-rd., Stockton, are to 
erect eight houses in Lowe Water-cres.—Nicholsons, 
Ltd., Northcote-st., are seeking site for new bakery. 


Stretford.—Lancs C.C. propose block of flats for 
police, Talbot-rd. 


Sunderland.—Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays Bank- 
chbrs a are preparing plans for a new 


Sutton Coldfield.—B.C. approved layout for 14 
aged persons’ bungalows at Silvermead-rd. and 
Florence-rd. 
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Tynemouth.—Boro’ F., 16, fiothumbe rland-sq.. 
North Shields, has been asked to act as architect 
for proposed Monkhouse County Prim. Sch.—G. E. 
Charlewood, 14, Neville-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, is 
architect for a proposed church near Wallington- 
av.—M.0.E. has approved schedule of accommoda- 
tion for proposed sec. tech. sch. for E.C., to cost 
£144,000. Architect, G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North 
Shields. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved plans for block of 
flats, Western-rd. and Rothiemay-rd., for J. Maun- 
ders & Son, Barton-rd., Stretford. —New_ building, 
Trafford Park- rd., for Isaac Bentley & Co., Ltd— 
Layout for 66 "houses ne southern section of 
Woodsend estate, for U.D 

Walsall.—T.C. approved ‘development of land at 


,» junction of Holthill-la. and Persehouse-st. by erec- 


tion of multi-storeyed flats. 


anew ane EDS. propose 20 flats in five 
blocks 


Warrington.—N. Greening & Sons, Lid., sm 
@Xleiisivas LW WOrKs lo accommodate EF. & G. W. 
Stonier & Co., Ltd., from Manehester. 

West Lanos.—R.D.C. approved 16 houses, Cousins- 
la. estate, Rufford. 

Wigan.—E.C. propose including R.C. Sec. Mod. 
Sch., Springfield, in 1952/3 programme.—T.C. 
approved plans by Engineer for extensions to work- 
shops for the blind; 20 police houses on various 
sites; pithead baths, Summersgate Colliery off 
Billinge- -rd., for N.C.B. 

Wigan.—T.C. approved plans for:—12 houses, 
Baytree-rd., for Bilow Contractors, Ltd—Mr. J. 
Plumpton ‘proposed new showroom, offices, etc., 
Union Bridge, Ormskirk-rd.—B. Forster & Co., 
Ltd., propose extensions to Margaret Works, 156, 
Wallizate.—New Church of St. Anne, Beech Hill-av., 
for Liverpool Diocesan Reorganisation Com. 

Wores.—E.C. recommended to approve sec. mod. 
sch. at Four Pools-la., Evesham. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Wenvtes provisionally accepted- 
+ (Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted subject to modifications. 

Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 

ments 

Alnwick.—18 houses at Felton, for R.D.C. any 
tects are Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs.: *J. 
Campbell Smith, Amble, Northumberland, £24,540. 

Amble.—18 ** Airey” houses at Links estate, for 
U.D..: *R. Cars & Son, Ltd., Oldgate, Morpeth. 

Boldon.—26 houses at Lizard- la. site, for U.D.C.: 
*R. Brown & Son (South Shields), Lid., Lord-st., 
South Shields. 

Bolton.—Adaptation of “ The Holmes” as hotel 
for aged: *Rimmer Kitchen (Bolton), Lid.; erec- 
tion of crematorium: *Wm. Gornall & & Sons, Ltd., 
Bolton, £31,394. 

Bradford.—186 ‘‘No Fines” houses at Shirley 
Manor site, for ae *Geo Wimpey & Co., 
josie £256,465! 100 houses at various sites: 

. G. Brooke, Bradford, £147,505. 

po —Alterations and repairs to St. Andrew’s 
.E. sch., for E.C.: “Clegg. Bros. (Burnley), Ltd., 
Stanley-st., Sawmills, £8,925. 

Camberwell.—Concrete floorg to 60 flats on Cleve 
Hall estate. ‘Flooring Contracts (London), Ltd., 


- £12,536. 


Chetsea.—Conversion of buildings in first stage 
of Elm Park-gdns. conversion epee 


William Willett, Ltd., S.W.1 ; .-- £53,900 
Mullen and Lumsden, Ltd., W.C1 ... +» 61,819 
T. H. Adamson & Sons, $.W.15 |... 60,942 
Foster and Dicksee, Ltd., W.1 wana .* acer 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., W.2 eee 
R. Dixon & Sons .o iia, a ia +» 58,100 
z: Garlick, Bites tac eka age OS 
J. Williams, Ltd., del y-| wena A 
White and Johnson, a ew: i iene w- 95,710 


Chesterfield.— Additions at cleansing depot, for 
B.C.: *A. F. White, 198, Derby-rd., £5,639. 

Coventry.—Houses for T.C.:—84 at Tile Hill 
Neighbourhood Unit: *Direct Labour, £106,015; 25 
at Bell Green Neighbourhood Unit No. 5: *Colt- 
man $. a. 57, Castle-st., £34,224; 
av. es. Ww. Deeley, 27, ”Avon- st., 
£30, 106. 

Dagenham. vi’; transport garage, Bull-la. 
Depot, for B.C. tEgan & Co., Lid. 

Dursley.—Erection of six houses at ‘Misdown 
estate, for R.D.C. H. J. Dimery, AIA 
M.RSan.I., E. & S.:— 


Toler Stoke, 


Morgan & Son, Eastingto , la oe Sina 
Ashmores (Glos), Ltd., Rlenoaiter es we 9,610 
E. W. Dinnery & Sons, Berkeley -- 9,042 


H. W. Tily & Son, Ltd., Wotton-under- Edge 9,000 
R. J. Troy, Bristol ... 8,790 
*Robert Hayes, Ltd., Patchway, nr. Bristol 8,410 
Farnworth.—81 houses at Plodder-la. South No. 1 
Bite, for W.D.C.: *E. F. arg Ltd., Farnworth, 
£96,244 (subject ‘to M.L.G. & P. approval). 

Friern et ees of housing site No. 
oa. Woodhouse-rd. ‘*Fairweather & Co., Ltd., 


Glasgow.—27 houses at Kirthrey-dr. Mr. Norman 
MacFadyen, architect, 137, West Regeni-st., 
Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C *John Lawrence 
(Glasgow), ‘Ltd., Glasgow, We. 
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Glasgow.—23 blocks of houses for the Corpora- 
tion. Mr. Archibald J. Jury, F.R.I.B.A., Housing 
Department, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glas- 
gow, E.C. ‘Scottish Orlit Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—New Eastern Fire Brigade Station, Mr. 
James MacMillan  Riddet, M.L.C.E., ‘ architect 
and engineer, Municipal- chbrs., George-sq., Glas- 
gow, C.l. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works, “Grant and Burns, Ltd. Steel structurat 
engineers and allied works, *Fleming Bros., Ltd. 


Joinery, carpentry and allied works, *William 
Ligpwent Ltd. All of Glasgow. (Other contracts 
et.) 


Higham Ferrers.—36 houses, for T.C.: *Robert 

Marriott, Ltd., Rushden, Northants, £44,040. 

L.C.C.—80 flats at Beckenham Hill-rd. site. 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon . £174,637 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate .. . 173,982 
Henry Boot & Sons, ‘Ltd., Kensington . 173,255 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich , 173,133 
bd ay Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood 173,104 
J: Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 


by ose sn ios 169,964 
oo ch Cooper. & Co. Ltd., Dartford ... 169,910 
Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham... 169,442 
fi Jute & Sons, Ltd., Westininster i ar 
€. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Birmingham --s 167,52 
Kent and Sussex Contractors, Ltd., bakes 
minster --- 166,929 
Thomas and Edge, “Ltd., “Woolwich... 164,445 
*A. J. Tatham & Sons, Ltd., Or pington 161,459 


The comparable estimate of the appointed archi- 
tect, T. Hansford White, is £171,600 

L.c.c.— Foundation works and the framework of 
the superstructure for the repair of war damage 
and completion of the extension to Poplar technical 
college. *J. L. Kier & Co., Ltd., £8,127 


L.o.C.—Erection of Gill- st. county primary school 
(Stepney). 
Hal, Bedall & Co., Ltd., Lambeth .. .- £42,006 
Shurmur & Sons, Ltd., Tottenham ... 40,981 
ene Tierney & Co., Ltd., Poplar ee 40,351 
an Nicholson & - ‘eets), ~~ 


E. 40,264 
Geo. Parker & Sons, “Ltd.; “Peckham - 40,050 
The Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd., 

Westminster wee 39,553 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, “Lta., “E.C2 wwe SOd15 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn... --. 38,264 
Mansfield & Neil, Ltd., Minories, EL.3 ... 37,536 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Westminster -- 37,294 
Tersons, Ltd., Goswell-rd., £.C.1_... -- 36,399 
te a Gladding & Co., ita: Stepney ... 36,395 

J. Truscott, Ltd., West Ham... sce 56,254 
Yeonians & Partners, Ltd., Westminster ... 36,878 
A: Russell, Ltd., ‘Walthamstow... - 35,616 
Tssios Bates & Son, Ltd., P sag poe wee 55,434 
Charles S. — & Son, L saan 34,99 
3 Garrett & Son, Ltd., "Wandowort 34,766 


. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill... 34,377 

i “& R. Rooff, Ltd., Fast Ham 108 

The comparable ‘estimate "of the "architect in 

private practice responsible for the work is £34,100. 

Leeds.—Adaptation of Holbeck Library as mater- 

nity and child welfare clinic, for T.C.: *G. Thomp- 
son & Plews, Ltd., Isle-la.; Leeds, £6, 183. 
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Lincoin——School, near Lacey-gdns., Louth, for 
C.C. Denis Clarke Hall, F.R.1.B.A., 6, Mason’s- 
yard, Duke-st., St. James's, London, S.W.1. Quan- 
tities by Davis, Belfield & Everest :— 
ss & Co. (Builders), Ltd., eepaees, 


ll <a . £58,542 
Bernard Pumfrey, Ltd., Gainsborough «. 55,706 
S. Cartledge & Sons, Ltd., Grimsby ... «. 50,482 
Palmer Construction Co., Louth .. «. 49,619 
*Ellis, Thompson & Co., Lid., Louth » 49,541 


{London (Admiraity).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty :— 

Gosport: 11.M.S. “ Dolphin,” Building work for 
submarine we training tank, John Hunt, Ltd., 
jouth Wharf, Cieveland-rd., Gosport. Portsmouta. 
Structural steelwork, Dorman — & Co., 
Terminal House, London, 8.W.1. Shotley : MS. 


* Ganges,” Housing estate, Site works for officers’ 
ey J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, Man- 
chester. 


London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended July 28. 

Erection of hutting and bonded stores: W. S. Try, 
td., Cowery, Uxbridge, Middlesex. Erection of 
married quarters : Chas. R. Price, 19/20, Hallgate, 
Doncaster ; T. Tarran and Son, Ltd., Enterpen, 
Hutton Hadby, Yorks. Extension to concrete apron: 
T. Kingerlee and Sons, Ltd., 3a, Queen-st., 
Oxford. Dismantling and re- -erection of hangar etc. 
R. Corben and Son, Ltd., West Borough, Maidstone, 
Kent. Resurfacing work : Aubrey Watson, Ltd., 39, 
Victoria-st., S.W.1; W irksworth Quarries, ‘Ltd., * 286, 
Pentonville- rd., Na; Bituminous Road Products, 
Ltd., Borough- rd. East, Middlesbrough; H. V. Smith 
and Co., Ltd., 54, Victoria-st., London S.W 1; F. G. 
Smith and Co., Ltd., Asfordsby, Melton Mowbray; 
W. and J. Glossop, Lid. Broadway -chbrs, Hammer- 
smith, W.6. Artificers work: Jack Branch (Flant- 
hire), Ltd., Providence Villa, Lage 77 tag 
bridge; Surface Maintenance Services, Ltd., Old 
Christchurch- rd., Bournemouth; Scottish Daa 
Co., Ltd., Prestwick Airport, Ayrshire. Dismantling 
of timber towers : J. Gerrard and Son, Ltd., Swinton, 
Manchester. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed b 
during week ended July 21, 1951 = a 


Dorsetshire: M/F Buffer De ot, Warmfield A’ 
field, Dorset, Interior and exierlor ’ painting of wit 
hangars, South Hants Buiiding Co., Ltd., Salis 
bury-rd.,. Totton, Southampton. Glamorganshire : 
Llanishen, Card itr, Erection of telephone exchange 
and garage Staverton Builders, Ltd., Totnes, Devon. 
Gloucestershire: P.O. Voice Frequency Station, 
Banks-rd., - swood, Bristol, Alterations and re- 
decorations, Pearce & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., 
Westbury-on- Sym, Bristol. Hertfordshire: Monks- 
wood Abbey Site, Waltham Abbey, Erection of 100 
houses, Percy Bilton, Ltd., Bilton pagee, a Park- 
st., Wi. Kincardineshire: $.1.R. § sorry. 
Erection of new laboratory block, A. Hal & 
——, Ltd., Granitehall-rd., ‘Northfield, ys 


, ee Board of Trade, Govilon 
Hospital, nr. Abergavenny, Alterations and addi- 
tions to certain huts, Street & Sons, Ltd., 
Ty Ffrith, Usk. Norfolk : Attleborongh, Erection of 
telephone repeater station, Bush Builders (Norwich), 
iin Mile Cross-la., } Norwich. Nottinghamshire : 
M.O.W. Stores, Asher-la., Ruddington, Interior and 
exterior decorations, F. eg 43, Harrow-rd., 
Wollaton Park, Notting Warwickshire : 
Employment Exchange & ‘am hone Exchange, 281, 
Corporation-st., Birmingham, Tnterlor and exterior 
decorations, Clark & Foon, Ltd., 183, Springfield-rd., 
Moseley, Birmingham. Worcestershire : T.R.E. 
Malvern, Erection of new annexe block, WwW. T. 
Nicholls, Ltd., St. Paul’ srd., Gloucester. 


Yorkshire: T.O.B., Avenne Hotel, 
Alterations and decorations, Walter 2 i 
(Harrogate), Ltd., Springfield-av., Harrogate. 


Glendon (War Dept.).—Works ri 
ne -D. owns week iene ie ly r= pm oe 

ampshire uilding work, Ges Walke 8 
Ltd., London. Co. Down: Painting and decorating 
John Grandy & Co., Warren Point, Co. Down 
ae eg : Painting b rg cere Fields, Lid, 

a rian 
(Paisley), sd, Paisley. ee oe, Pee ae 

nes lectrical work, F. H. Wheeler 
Ltd., Manchester. Staffs: Erection of oH x 
manent Houses (Burton), Ltd., Burton-upon-Trent. 
e er eens : Miscellaneous, Geo. Linnecor & Son 
rmingham nes: Road i 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., Warrington. oe eee 

Pembrokeshire : Road work, Constable, 

.. Ltd., Ammanford. Essez : Painting and de 
corating, Fields, Ltd., London; road work, W. & J. 
sabe” haa Gon'Retonat” gues’ oul wo 

ortsmou E 
Leightons (Contractors), ‘Ltd., ‘London. s: Road. i 


Longhenton.—Eight houses at Forest Hall, = 
U.DC.: *G. S. W. Li 8. 
Side, Newcastle-on- -Tyne — lad, 

Malvern.—9 houses, “and site preparation, at 


Vercaster td., for U.D.C.: *M. Wilesmith & Son, 


Middiesbrough.—Extensions to facto F. 
Clay & Ward, Ltd., at Middlesbrough- Grebhtets 
are Matkin '& Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., 
Sanderians : *Dougill & Sons, Chestnut- st., Darling- 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, —Four police houses at - 
st., for T.C.: *R. A. Brack, St. pote om 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on- Tyne, £6,468. y 
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Northwich.—Adaptation of Weaver Villa as youth 
employment offices, for Cheshire C.C.: *J. H. 
Molyneux, Ltd., Witton- st., Northwich, £33,895. 


= 
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Tel: 20353 


Over 10,000 members nationally 


THE BUILDER 


Oldbury.— Beatie: ed Cm % of Further Educa- 
tion, for Worcs C.C.: *C. R. Price (Doncaster), 
Ltd., £116,987. 

Shoreditch.—60 flats, Pitfield estate, for B.C. *H. 
Richardson & Son, Ltd., £111,968. Subject to 
M.L.G. and P. approval. 

Shoreditch.—Erection of block 11 at Eastern End, 
Colville estate, for B.C. ‘*Tersons, Ltd., £72,419. 
Subject to M.L.G. and P. approval. 

Shoreditch.—Two blocks of flats on Britannia 
Walk area for B.C. *Tersons, Ltd., £186,495. 

Shoreditch.—Erection of block 3, Bracklyn-ct., for 
B.C. *Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £76,890. 

Shoreditch.—24 flats, Shepherdess Walk area, for 
B.C. *H. Richardson & Scn, Ltd., £50,858. Sub- 

Southend-on-Sea.—30 flats, 10 shops and garages 
at yr we -q, for C.B. Plans by R. G. Baxter, 
M.1.C.E., F.R.1.C.S., M.I.Mun.E. Quantities by 
Reekes & Mann: *C. 8. Wiggins & Sons, Hart-rd., 
Thundersley, Essex, £66,110. 

South Shields.—122 houses at Simonside, for T.C.: 
*W. Leech, Ltd., Clayton-st., Newcastle. 

i Shields.—124 houses at Simonside, for T.C.: 

W. Evans (Contractors), Ltd., Norfelk-st., 
aciditined. 

South Shields.—Erection of coal-washing plant at 
Westoe Colliery, for N.C.B.; *Simon-Carves, Ltd., 
Stockport, Cheshixe, £750,000. 

Wakefield.—18 flats at Central George-st. develop- 
ment area, for T.C,: *H. Boot & Son, Ltd., Banner 
Cross Hall, Eccleshall-rd., Sheffield. 

Wardley (Co. Durham).—Erection of coal pre- 
paration plant at Wardley Colliery, for N.C.B.: 
*Nortons (Tividale), Ltd., Tipton, Staffordshire. 

Wellingborough.—Houses for R.D.C.: *A. Under- 
wood, Wollaston, £16,010 (11); ‘*3. Mitchell, 
Irchester, £9,946 (7). 

Whitley Bay.—Six shops and flats for UDC.: 
i H. Fisher & Co., Ltd., Kentonta., Newcastle-on- 
yne. 

Wigan.—113 houses and 16 bungalows at Norley 
Hall: *Direct Labour, £159,885. 

Woolwich.—30 dwellings at Coldharbour estate, for 
B.C. *E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., £55,495. 
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August 3 1951 


CODES OF PRACTICE 
Tile and Slab Flooring 


HE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form 
Code 202, “Tile Flooring and Slab Floor- 
ing.” The code was previously published 
as a draft for comment and has now been 
revised by a committee convened on behalf 
of the council by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. With it is incorporated 
the related sub-code 202.103, “‘ Composition- 
Block Flooring,” which was issued for com- 
ment separately. 

The code consists of a main part and three 
sub-codes. Those aspects of the work 
involved in the preparation for, and the lay- 
ing of, the flooring which are common to all 
the types of tile and slab flooring covered by 
the code are dealt with in the main part. 
Those which are applicable only to a particu- 
lar type are dealt with in the appropriate 
sub-code. 

In each case information is given on the 
properties and characteristics of the mater- 
ial and on the factors to be considered in 
selecting a flooring suitable to the conditions 
of use. Information is also given on mater- 
ials for bedding and grouting, damp-proofing, 
and any separating layer. 

Recommendations are made for. the pre- 
paration of the sub-floor and base, the lay- 
ing of any separating layer and the flooring, 
jointing, maturing and surface finishing 
where necessary, protection after laying, 
inspection, testing and maintenance. In 
general, the recommendations for ficoring 
apply equally to stair finishes, while sub- 
code 202.101 includes an appendix dealing 
with the use of natural and cast stone for 
external paving. Copies of the code may 
be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1, price 


’3s., post free. 
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